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Reign of the Davidic King




11

Then a shoot will grow from the stump of Jesse, 
a


and a branch 
b
 from his roots will bear fruit.


2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him 
c
 —
a Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
a Spirit of counsel and strength,
a Spirit of knowledge and of the •fear
 of the Lord.



3
 His delight will be in the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge
by what He sees with His eyes, 
d


He will not execute justice
by what He hears with His ears,



4
 but He will judge the poor righteously 
e


and execute justice for the oppressed of the land.
He will strike the land
with discipline 
A
 from His mouth, 
f


and He will kill the wicked 
g


with a command 
B
 from His lips. 
h





5
 Righteousness will be a belt around His loins; 
i


faithfulness will be a belt around His waist. 
j





6
 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
k


and the leopard will lie down with the goat.
The calf, the young lion, and the fatling will be together,
and a child will lead them.


7 The cow and the bear will graze,
their young ones will lie down together,
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.


8 An infant will play beside the cobra’s pit,
and a toddler will put his hand into a snake’s den.


9 None will harm or destroy another
on My entire holy mountain,
for the land will be as full
of the knowledge of the Lord

as the sea is filled with water. 
l




Israel Regathered





10
 On that day the root of Jesse 
m


will stand as a banner for the peoples. 
n


The nations will seek Him, 
o


and His resting place will be glorious. 
p







11
 On that day 
q
 the Lord will extend His hand a second time to recover — from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, •Cush
, Elam, •Shinar
, Hamath, and the coasts and islands of the west — the remnant of His people who survive. 
r







12
 He will lift up a banner for the nations
and gather the dispersed of Israel; 
s


He will collect the scattered of Judah
from the four corners of the earth. 
t





13
 Ephraim’s envy will cease; 
u


Judah’s harassment will end.
Ephraim will no longer be envious of Judah,
and Judah will not harass Ephraim.



14
 But they will swoop down
on the Philistine flank to the west.
Together they will plunder the people of the east. 
v


They will extend their power over Edom and Moab,
and the Ammonites will be their subjects. 
w





15
 The Lord will divide 
x, 
C
 the Gulf of Suez. 
D


He will wave His hand over the Euphrates
with His mighty wind 
y


and will split it into seven streams,
letting people walk through on foot.


16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people
who will survive from Assyria, 
z


as there was for Israel
when they came up from the land of Egypt. 
a






Prophecies against Babylon



50

The word the Lord spoke about Babylon, 
a
 the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet:





2
 Announce to the nations;
proclaim and raise up a signal flag; 
b


proclaim, and hide nothing.
Say: Babylon is captured;
Bel 
c
 is put to shame;
Marduk is devastated;
her idols are put to shame;
her false gods, devastated.



3
 For a nation from the north will come against her; 
d


it will make her land desolate.
No one will be living in it —
both man and beast will escape. 
A





4
 In those days and at that time —
this is the Lord’s declaration —
the Israelites and Judeans will come together,
weeping as they come,
and will seek the Lord their God. 
e




5 They will ask about •Zion
,
turning their faces to this road.
They will come and join themselves 
f
 to the Lord

in an everlasting covenant 
g
 that will never be forgotten.






6
 My people are lost sheep; 
h


their shepherds have led them astray,
guiding them the wrong way in the mountains. 
i


They have wandered from mountain to hill;
they have forgotten their resting place.


7 All who found them devoured them.
Their adversaries said, “We’re not •guilty
;
instead, they have sinned against the Lord,
their righteous grazing land, 
j


the hope of their ancestors, 
k
 the Lord.”






8
 Escape from Babylon; 
l


depart from the Chaldeans’ land.
Be like the rams that lead the flock.



9
 For I will soon stir up and bring against Babylon
an assembly of great nations from the north country.
They will line up in battle formation against her;
from there she will be captured.
Their arrows will be like those of a skilled 
m
 warrior
who does not return empty-handed.


10 The Chaldeans will become plunder;
all Babylon’s plunderers will be fully satisfied.
This is the Lord’s declaration.



11
 Because you rejoice,
because you sing in triumph —
you who plundered My inheritance —
because you frolic like a young cow treading grain
and neigh like stallions, 
n




12 your mother will be utterly humiliated;
she who bore you will be put to shame.
Look! She will lag behind all 
B
 the nations —
a dry land, a wilderness, 
o
 an •Arabah
.


13 Because of the Lord’s wrath,
she will not be inhabited;
she will become a desolation, every bit of her.
Everyone who passes through Babylon
will be horrified
and scoff because of all her wounds. 
p





14
 Line up in battle formation around Babylon,
all you archers!
Shoot at her! Do not spare an arrow,
for she has sinned against the Lord.


15 Raise a war cry against her on every side!
She has thrown up her hands in surrender;
her defense towers have fallen;
her walls are demolished. 
q


Since this is the Lord’s vengeance, 
r


take out your vengeance on her;
as she has done, do the same to her.



16
 Cut off the sower from Babylon
as well as him who wields the sickle at harvest time.
Because of the oppressor’s sword, 
s


each will turn to his own people, 
t


each will flee to his own land.


The Return of God’s People





17
 Israel is a stray lamb, chased by lions. 
u


The first who devoured him was the king of Assyria;
the last one who crushed his bones
was Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 
v






18 Therefore, this is what the Lord of •Hosts
, the God of Israel, says: “I am about to punish the king of Babylon 
w
 and his land just as I punished the king of Assyria.




19 I will return Israel to his grazing land,
and he will feed on Carmel and Bashan;
he will be satisfied
in the hill country of Ephraim and of Gilead. 
x




20 In those days and at that time —
this is the Lord’s declaration —
one will search for Israel’s guilt,
but there will be none,
and for Judah’s sins,
but they will not be found,
for I will forgive 
y
 those I leave as a remnant. 
z




The Invasion of Babylon





21
 “Go against the land of Merathaim,
and against those living in Pekod.
Put them to the sword;

•completely
 destroy them —
this is the Lord’s declaration —
do everything I have commanded you. 
a




22 The sound of war is in the land 
b
 —
a great destruction.



23
 How the hammer of the whole earth
is cut down and smashed!
What a horror Babylon has become
among the nations! 
c




24 Babylon, I laid a trap for you, and you were caught, 
d


but you did not even know it.
You were found and captured
because you fought against the Lord.



25
 The Lord opened His armory
and brought out His weapons of wrath, 
e


because it is a task of the Lord God of Hosts
in the land of the Chaldeans.


26 Come against her from the most distant places. 
C


Open her granaries;
pile her up like mounds of grain
and completely destroy her.
Leave her no survivors.


27 Put all her young bulls to the sword;
let them go down to the slaughter.
Woe to them, because their day has come,
the time of their punishment. 
f




The Humiliation of Babylon





28
 “There is a voice of fugitives and those who escape
from the land of Babylon
announcing in Zion the vengeance of the Lord our God,
the vengeance for His temple. 
g




29 Summon the archers to Babylon,
all who string the bow;
camp all around her; let none escape.
Repay her according to her deeds; 
h


just as she has done, do the same to her,
for she has acted arrogantly against the Lord,
against the Holy One of Israel. 
i




30 Therefore, her young men will fall
in her public squares;
all the warriors will perish in that day.
This is the Lord’s declaration. 
j




31 Look, I am against you, you arrogant one —
this is the declaration of the Lord God of Hosts —
because your day has come,
the time when I will punish you.


32 The arrogant will stumble and fall
with no one to pick him up.
I will set fire to his cities,
and it will consume everything around him.” 
k




The Desolation of Babylon




33
 This is what the Lord of Hosts says:


Israelites and Judeans alike have been oppressed.
All their captors hold them fast; 
l


they refuse to release them.


34 Their Redeemer is strong;

•Yahweh
 of Hosts is His name.
He will fervently plead their case 
m


so that He might bring rest to the earth
but turmoil to those who live in Babylon. 
n





35
 A sword is over the Chaldeans —
this is the Lord’s declaration —
against those who live in Babylon,
against her officials, and against her sages.


36 A sword is against the diviners,
and they will act foolishly.
A sword is against her heroic warriors,
and they will be terrified.


37 A sword is against his horses and chariots
and against all the foreigners among them, 
o


and they will be like women. 
p


A sword is against her treasuries,
and they will be plundered.


38 A drought will come on her waters,
and they will be dried up.
For it is a land of carved images,
and they go mad because of terrifying things. 
D, 
q








39
 Therefore, desert creatures 
E
 will live with hyenas,
and ostriches will also live in her.
It will never again be inhabited
or lived in through all generations. 
r





40
 Just as God demolished Sodom and Gomorrah
and their neighboring towns 
s
 —
this is the Lord’s declaration —
so no one will live there;
no human being will even stay in it
as a temporary resident. 
t




The Conquest of Babylon





41
 Look! A people comes from the north.
A great nation and many kings will be stirred up
from the remote regions of the earth. 
u




42 They grasp bow and javelin.
They are cruel and show no mercy.
Their voice roars like the sea, 
v


and they ride on horses,
lined up like men in battle formation
against you, Daughter Babylon.


43 The king of Babylon has heard reports about them,
and his hands fall helpless.
Distress has seized him —
pain, like a woman in labor. 
w







44
 “Look, it will be like a lion coming from the thickets 
F, 
x
 of the Jordan to the watered grazing land. Indeed, I will chase Babylon 
G
 away from her land in a flash. I will appoint whoever is chosen for her. For who is like Me? Who will summon Me? Who is the shepherd who can stand against Me? ”



45 Therefore, hear the plans that the Lord has drawn up against Babylon and the strategies He has devised against the land of the Chaldeans: Certainly the flock’s little lambs will be dragged away; certainly the grazing land will be made desolate because of them. 
46 At the sound of Babylon’s conquest the earth will quake; a cry will be heard among the nations. 
y




My Stronghold

Davidic.




27

 The Lord is my light and my salvation —
whom should I fear? 
a


The Lord is the stronghold of my life —
of whom should I be afraid? 
b





2
 When evildoers came against me to devour my flesh, 
c


my foes and my enemies stumbled and fell. 
d




3 Though an army deploys against me,
my heart is not afraid;
though a war breaks out against me,
still I am confident. 
e








4
 I have asked one thing from the Lord;
it is what I desire:
to dwell in the house of the Lord

all the days of my life, 
f


gazing on the beauty of the Lord 
g


and seeking Him in His temple. 
h





5
 For He will conceal me in His shelter
in the day of adversity;
He will hide me under the cover of His tent;
He will set me high on a rock. 
i





6
 Then my head will be high
above my enemies around me; 
j


I will offer sacrifices in His tent with shouts of joy. 
k


I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
l







7 Lord, hear my voice when I call;
be gracious to me and answer me. 
m





8
 My heart says this about You,
“You 
n
 are to seek My face.”

Lord, I will seek Your face. 
o




9 Do not hide Your face from me; 
p


do not turn Your servant away in anger. 
q


You have been my helper; 
r


do not leave me or abandon me,
God of my salvation.


10 Even if my father and mother abandon me,
the Lord cares for me. 
s








11
 Because of my adversaries,
show me Your way, Lord,
and lead me on a level path. 
t




12 Do not give me over to the will of my foes,
for false witnesses rise up against me,
breathing violence. 
u








13
 I am certain that I will see the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living. 
v





14
 Wait for the Lord;
be strong 
A
 and courageous. 
w


Wait for the Lord. 
x





The Law of Liberty



14

Accept 
a
 anyone who is weak in faith, 
A, 
b
 but don’t argue about doubtful issues. 

2
 One person believes he may eat anything, 
c
 but one who is weak eats only vegetables. 

3
 One who eats must not look down on one who does not eat, 
d
 and one who does not eat must not criticize one who does, 
e
 because God has accepted him. 
f


4 Who are you to criticize 
g
 another’s household slave? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And he will stand. For the Lord is able 
h
 to make him stand.




5
 One person considers one day to be above another day. 
i
 Someone else considers every day to be the same. Each one must be fully convinced in his own mind. 
j



6
 Whoever observes the day, observes it for the honor of the Lord. 
k
 Whoever eats, eats for the Lord, since he gives thanks to God; 
l
 and whoever does not eat, it is for the Lord that he does not eat it, yet he thanks God. 

7
 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 
m


8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 
n


9 Christ died and came to life 
o
 for this: that He might rule over both the dead and the living. 
p



10
 But you, why do you criticize your brother? Or you, why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the tribunal of God. 
q, 
r


11 For it is written:



As I live, says the Lord,


every knee will bow to Me, 
s



and every tongue will give praise to God. 
t, 
u






12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
v



The Law of Love




13
 Therefore, let us no longer criticize one another. 
w
 Instead decide never to put a stumbling block or pitfall in your brother’s way. 
x



14
 (I know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus that nothing is •unclean
 in itself. 
y
 Still, to someone who considers a thing to be unclean, to that one it is unclean. 
z
) 

15
 For if your brother is hurt by what you eat, you are no longer •walking
 according to love. 
a
 Do not destroy that one Christ died for by what you eat. 
b



16
 Therefore, do not let your good be slandered, 
c


17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
d
 but righteousness, peace, and joy 
e
 in the Holy Spirit. 

18
 Whoever serves Christ 
f
 in this way is acceptable to God and approved by men. 
g





19 So then, we must pursue what promotes peace 
h
 and what builds up one another. 
i



20
 Do not tear down God’s work because of food. Everything is •clean
, but it is wrong for a man to cause stumbling by what he eats. 
j


21 It is a noble thing not to eat meat, or drink wine, or do anything that makes your brother stumble. 
k



22
 Do you have a conviction? 
B
 Keep it to yourself before God. The man who does not condemn himself by what he approves is blessed. 
l


23 But whoever doubts stands condemned if he eats, 
m
 because his eating is not from a conviction, 
C
 and everything that is not from a conviction 
D
 is sin.




14

 That same day Saul’s son Jonathan said to the attendant who carried his weapons, “Come on, let’s cross over to the Philistine garrison on the other side.” However, he did not tell his father.



2 Saul was staying under the pomegranate tree in Migron 
a
 on the outskirts of Gibeah. 
b, 
c
 The troops with him numbered about 600. 
d



3
 Ahijah, 
e
 who was wearing an •ephod
, 
f
 was also there. He was the son of Ahitub, the brother of Ichabod 
g
 son of Phinehas, son of Eli the Lord’s priest at Shiloh. 
h
 But the troops did not know that Jonathan had left.




4
 There were sharp columns 
A
 of rock on both sides of the pass 
i
 that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine garrison. One was named Bozez and the other Seneh; 
5 one stood to the north in front of Michmash and the other to the south in front of Geba. 

6
 Jonathan said to the attendant who carried his weapons, “Come on, let’s cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised men. 
j
 Perhaps the Lord will help us. Nothing can keep the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few.” 
k





7 His armor-bearer responded, “Do what is in your heart. You choose. I’m right here with you whatever you decide.”




8
 “All right,” Jonathan replied, “we’ll cross over to the men and then let them see us. 
9 If they say, ‘Wait until we reach you,’ then we will stay where we are and not go up to them. 
10 But if they say, ‘Come on up,’ then we’ll go up, because the Lord has handed them over to us — that will be our sign.”




11
 They let themselves be seen by the Philistine garrison, and the Philistines said, “Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they’ve been hiding! ” 

12
 The men of the garrison called to Jonathan and his armor-bearer. “Come on up, and we’ll teach you a lesson! ” they said.

“Follow me,” Jonathan told his armor-bearer, “for the Lord has handed them over to Israel.” 
l



13
 Jonathan climbed up using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer behind him. Jonathan cut them down, and his armor-bearer followed and finished them off. 

14
 In that first assault Jonathan and his armor-bearer struck down about 20 men in a half-acre field.

A Defeat for the Philistines




15
 Terror spread through the Philistine camp and the open fields to all the troops. Even the garrison and the raiding parties 
m
 were terrified. The earth shook, 
n
 and terror spread from God. 
B, 
o


16 When Saul’s watchmen in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, they saw the panicking troops scattering in every direction. 

17
 So Saul said to the troops with him, “Call the roll and determine who has left us.” They called the roll and saw that Jonathan and his armor-bearer were gone.




18
 Saul told Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God,” for it was with the Israelites 
p
 at that time. 

19
 While Saul spoke to the priest, 
q
 the panic in the Philistine camp increased in intensity. So Saul said to the priest, “Stop what you’re doing.” 
C





20 Saul and all the troops with him assembled and marched to the battle, and there, the Philistines were fighting against each other in great confusion! 
r



21
 There were Hebrews from the area who had gone earlier into the camp to join the Philistines, but even they joined the Israelites 
s
 who were with Saul and Jonathan. 

22
 When all the Israelite men who had been hiding in the hill country of Ephraim 
t
 heard that the Philistines were fleeing, they also joined Saul and Jonathan in the battle. 

23
 So the Lord saved Israel that day. 
u



Saul’s Rash Oath

The battle extended beyond Beth-aven, 

24
 and the men of Israel were worn out that day, for Saul had 
v
 placed the troops under an oath: 
w
 “The man who eats food before evening, before I have taken vengeance on my enemies is cursed.” So none of the troops tasted any food.



25 Everyone 
D
 went into the forest, and there was honey on the ground. 

26
 When the troops entered the forest, they saw the flow of honey, but none of them ate any of it 
E
 because they feared the oath. 

27
 However, Jonathan had not heard his father make the troops swear the oath. He reached out with the end of the staff he was carrying and dipped it into the honeycomb. 
x
 When he ate the honey, 
F
 he had renewed energy. 
y


28 Then, one of the troops said, “Your father made the troops solemnly swear, ‘The man who eats food today is cursed,’ and the troops are exhausted.”




29
 Jonathan replied, “My father has brought trouble to the land. 
z
 Just look at how I have renewed energy because I tasted a little honey. 
30 How much better if the troops had eaten freely today from the plunder they took from their enemies! Then the slaughter of the Philistines would have been much greater.”




31
 The Israelites struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash 
a
 all the way to Aijalon. 
b
 Since the Israelites were completely exhausted, 

32
 they rushed to the plunder, 
c
 took sheep, cattle, and calves, slaughtered them on the ground, and ate meat with the blood still in it. 

33
 Some reported to Saul: “Look, the troops are sinning against the Lord by eating meat with the blood still in it.” 
d



Saul said, “You have been unfaithful. Roll a large stone over here at once.” 
34 He then said, “Go among the troops and say to them, ‘Each man must bring me his ox or his sheep. Do the slaughtering here and then you can eat. Don’t sin against the Lord by eating meat with the blood in it.’ ” So every one of the troops brought his ox that night and slaughtered it there. 

35
 Then Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was the first time he had built an altar to the Lord. 
e






36
 Saul said, “Let’s go down after the Philistines tonight and plunder them until morning. Don’t let even one remain! ”

“Do whatever you want,” 
G
 the troops replied.

But the priest 
f
 said, “We must consult God here.” 
g






37
 So Saul inquired of God, 
h
 “Should I go after the Philistines? Will You hand them over to Israel? ” But God did not answer him that day. 
i






38
 Saul said, “All you leaders of the troops, come here. Let us investigate how this sin has occurred today. 

39
 As surely as the Lord lives who saves Israel, even if it is because of my son Jonathan, he must die! ” Not one of the troops answered him.




40
 So he said to all Israel, “You will be on one side, and I and my son Jonathan will be on the other side.”

And the troops replied, “Do whatever you want.” 
H






41
 So Saul said to the Lord, “God of Israel, give us the right decision.” 
j, 
k
 Jonathan and Saul were selected, and the troops were cleared of the charge.




42
 Then Saul said, “Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan,” and Jonathan was selected. 

43
 Saul commanded him, “Tell me what you did.” 
l



Jonathan told him, “I tasted a little honey 
m
 with the end of the staff I was carrying. I am ready to die! ”




44
 Saul declared to him, “May God punish me and do so severely 
n
 if you do not die, Jonathan! ”




45
 But the people said to Saul, “Must Jonathan die, who accomplished such a great deliverance for Israel? No, as the Lord lives, not a hair of his head will fall to the ground, 
o
 for he worked with God’s help today.” 
p
 So the people redeemed Jonathan, and he did not die. 

46
 Then Saul gave up the pursuit of the Philistines, and the Philistines returned to their own territory.

Summary of Saul’s Kingship




47
 When Saul assumed the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies in every direction: against Moab, the Ammonites, 
q
 Edom, the kings of Zobah, 
r
 and the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he caused havoc. 
s



48
 He fought bravely, defeated the Amalekites, 
t
 and delivered Israel from the hand of those who plundered them.




49
 Saul’s sons 
u
 were Jonathan, Ishvi, and Malchishua. The names of his two daughters were: Merab, 
v
 his firstborn, and Michal, 
w
 the younger. 
50 The name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam daughter of Ahimaaz. The name of the commander of his army was Abner son of Saul’s uncle Ner. 
x


51 Saul’s father was Kish. 
y
 Abner’s father was Ner son of Abiel.




52
 The conflict with the Philistines was fierce all of Saul’s days, so whenever Saul noticed any strong or brave man, he enlisted him. 
z




Daniel’s Prayer



9

In the first year of Darius, 
a
 the son of Ahasuerus, a Mede by birth, who was ruler over the kingdom of the Chaldeans: 

2
 In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the books according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet that the number of years for the desolation of Jerusalem would be 70. 
b



3
 So I turned my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and petitions, with fasting, •sackcloth
, and ashes. 
c






4
 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:


Ah, Lord — the great and awe-inspiring God 
d
 who keeps His gracious covenant 
e
 with those who love Him 
f
 and keep His commands 
g
 — 
5 we have sinned, 
h
 done wrong, acted wickedly, rebelled, 
i
 and turned away from Your commands and ordinances. 
j


6 We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, 
k
 who spoke in Your name to our kings, leaders, fathers, and all the people of the land.





7 Lord, righteousness belongs to You, 
l
 but this day public shame belongs to us: the men of Judah, the residents of Jerusalem, and all Israel — those who are near and those who are far, in all the countries where You have dispersed them because of the disloyalty they have shown toward You. 
8 Lord, public shame 
m
 belongs to us, our kings, our leaders, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. 
n


9 Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled against Him 
10 and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by following His instructions that He set before us through His servants 
o
 the prophets.






11
 All Israel has broken Your law and turned away, 
p
 refusing to obey You. The promised curse 
A
 written in the law of Moses, 
q
 the servant of God, has been poured out on us because we have sinned against Him. 
12 He has carried out His words 
r
 that He spoke against us and against our rulers 
B, 
s
 by bringing on us so great a disaster that nothing like what has been done to Jerusalem has ever been done 
t
 under all of heaven. 
13 Just as it is written in the law of Moses, 
u
 all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not appeased 
v
 the Lord our God by turning from our iniquities and paying attention to Your truth. 
w


14 So the Lord kept the disaster in mind and brought it on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in all He has done. But we have not obeyed Him.





15 Now, Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand 
x
 and made Your name renowned 
y
 as it is this day, we have sinned, we have acted wickedly. 
16 Lord, in keeping with all Your righteous acts, may Your anger and wrath 
z
 turn away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; 
a
 for because of our sins and the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become an object of ridicule to all those around us.






17
 Therefore, our God, hear the prayer and the petitions of Your servant. Show Your favor 
b
 to Your desolate sanctuary 
c
 for the Lord’s sake. 
18 Listen, 
C
 my God, and hear. Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city called by Your name. For we are not presenting our petitions before You based on our righteous acts, but based on Your abundant compassion. 
19 Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for Your own sake, do not delay, 
d
 because Your city and Your people are called by Your name.


The 70 Weeks of Years



20 While I was speaking, praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, 
e
 and presenting my petition before •Yahweh
 my God concerning the holy mountain of my God — 

21
 while I was praying, Gabriel, 
f
 the man I had seen in the first vision, 
g
 came to me in my extreme weariness, about the time of the evening offering. 
h


22 He gave me this explanation: “Daniel, I’ve come now to give you understanding. 
i


23 At the beginning of your petitions an answer went out, and I have come to give it, for you are treasured by God. 
j
 So consider the message and understand the vision: 
k







24
 Seventy weeks 
l
 are decreed 
m


about your people and your holy city — 
to bring the rebellion to an end, 
to put a stop to sin, 
to wipe away iniquity, 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, 
n


to seal up vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most holy place.



25
 Know and understand this:
From the issuing of the decree
to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 
o


until •Messiah
 
p
 the Prince 
D


will be seven weeks and 62 weeks. 
q


It will be rebuilt with a plaza and a moat, 
but in difficult times.



26
 After those 62 weeks 
r


the Messiah will be cut off 
s


and will have nothing.
The people of the coming prince
will destroy the city 
t
 and the sanctuary.
The 
E
 end will come with a flood, 
u


and until the end there will be 
F
 war; 
desolations are decreed.



27
 He will make a firm covenant 
G


with many for one week, 
v


but in the middle of the week
he will put a stop to sacrifice and offering.
And the abomination of desolation 
w


will be on a wing 
x
 of the temple 
y, 
H


until the decreed destruction 
z


is poured out on the desolator.”
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The First Seal on the Scroll



6

Then I saw 
A
 the Lamb open one of the seven 
a
 seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come! ” 
b, 
B



2
 I looked, and there was a white horse. 
c
 The horseman on it had a bow; a crown was given to him, and he went out as a victor to conquer. 
C



The Second Seal



3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come! ” 
d, 
D



4
 Then another horse went out, a fiery red one, and its horseman was empowered 
E
 to take peace from the earth, so that people would slaughter one another. And a large sword was given to him. 
e



The Third Seal




5
 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come! ” 
f, 
F
 And I looked, and there was a black horse. The horseman on it had a set of scales in his hand. 
6 Then I heard something like a voice among the four living creatures say, “A quart of wheat for a •denarius
, and three quarts of barley for a denarius — but do not harm the olive oil and the wine.”

The Fourth Seal



7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come! ” 
g, 
G



8
 And I looked, and there was a pale green 
H
 horse. The horseman on it was named Death, and •Hades
 was following after him. Authority was given to them 
h, 
i
 over a fourth of the earth, to kill by the sword, by famine, by plague, and by the wild animals of the earth.

The Fifth Seal




9
 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the people 
I
 slaughtered because of God’s word and the testimony they had. 
j, 
k


10 They cried out with a loud voice: “Lord, 
J
 the One who is holy and true, how long until You judge and avenge our blood from those who live on the earth? ” 
11 So a white robe was given to each of them, and they were told to rest a little while longer until the number would be completed of their fellow slaves and their brothers, who were going to be killed just as they had been.

The Sixth Seal




12
 Then I saw Him open 
K
 the sixth seal. A violent earthquake occurred; the sun turned black like •sackcloth
 
l
 made of goat hair; the entire moon 
L
 became like blood; 
13 the stars 
m
 of heaven fell to the earth as a fig tree drops its unripe figs when shaken by a high wind; 
14 the sky separated like a scroll being rolled up; and every mountain and island was moved from its place.



15 Then the kings of the earth, the nobles, the military commanders, the rich, the powerful, and every •slave
 and free person hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 
n


16 And they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us 
o
 from the face of the One seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
17 because the great day of Their 
p
 wrath has come! And who is able to stand? ” 
q




The Letter to Sardis



3


“Write to the angel of the church in Sardis:



“The One who has the seven spirits of God 
a
 and the seven stars says: I know your works; you have a reputation 
b

for being alive, but you are dead. 

2
 Be alert and strengthen 
c

what remains, which is about to die, for I have not found your works complete before My God. 

3
 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; keep it, and repent. But if you are not alert, I will come 
d

like a thief, and you have no idea at what hour I will come against you. 
e




4
 But you have a few people 
f

in Sardis who have not defiled 
g

their clothes, and they will walk with Me in white, because they are worthy. 
5 In the same way, the victor will be dressed in white clothes, and I will never erase his name from the book of life 
h
 but will acknowledge his name before My Father and before His angels.






6
 “Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.


The Letter to Philadelphia





7
 “Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia:



“The Holy One, the True One, the One who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and closes and no one opens 
i
 says: 

8
 I know your works. Because you have limited strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name, look, I have placed before you an open door that no one is able to close. 

9
 Take note! I will make those from the •synagogue
 of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying — note this — I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have loved you. 
j




10
 Because you have kept My command to endure, 
k

I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is going to come over the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 

11
 I am coming quickly. Hold on to what you have, 
l
 so that no one takes your crown. 

12
 The victor: I will make him a pillar in the sanctuary of My God, and he will never go out again. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God — the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God — and My new name. 
m







13
 “Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.


The Letter to Laodicea





14
 “Write to the angel of the church in Laodicea:



“The •Amen
, the faithful and true Witness, the Originator 
n, 
o

of God’s creation says: 

15
 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were cold or hot. 
16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit 
p

you out of My mouth. 

17
 Because you say, ‘I’m rich; I have become wealthy and need nothing,’ and you don’t know that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, 
18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, white clothes so that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread on your eyes so that you may see. 
19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be committed 
q

and repent. 

20
 Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with him, and he with Me. 

21
 The victor: I will give him the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I also won the victory and sat down with My Father on His throne.






22
 “Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.”





8

The men of Ephraim said to him, “Why have you done this to us, not calling us when you went to fight against the Midianites? ” And they argued with him violently.



2 So he said to them, “What have I done now compared to you? Is not the gleaning 
a
 of Ephraim better than the vintage 
b
 of Abiezer? 
3 God handed over to you Oreb and Zeeb, the two princes of Midian. What was I able to do compared to you? ” When he said this, their anger against him subsided.

Gideon Pursues the Kings of Midian




4
 Gideon and the 300 men came to the Jordan and crossed it. They were exhausted but still in pursuit. 
5 He said to the men of Succoth, 
c
 “Please give some loaves of bread to the people who are following me, 
A
 because they are exhausted, for I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”



6 But the princes of Succoth asked, “Are 
B
 Zebah and Zalmunna now in your hands that we should give bread to your army? ”



7 Gideon replied, “Very well, when the Lord has handed Zebah and Zalmunna over to me, I will trample 
C
 your flesh on thorns and briers from the wilderness! ” 
8 He went from there to Penuel and asked the same thing from them. The men of Penuel 
d
 answered just as the men of Succoth had answered. 
9 He also told the men of Penuel, “When I return in peace, I will tear down this tower! ”




10
 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and with them was their army of about 15,000 men, who were all those left of the entire army of the Qedemites. Those who had been killed were 120,000 warriors. 
D


11 Gideon traveled on the caravan route 
E
 east of Nobah 
e
 and Jogbehah and attacked their army while the army was unsuspecting. 
12 Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and he pursued them. He captured these two kings of Midian and routed the entire army.




13
 Gideon son of Joash returned from the battle by the Ascent of Heres. 
14 He captured a youth from the men of Succoth and interrogated him. The youth wrote down for him the names of the 77 princes and elders of Succoth. 
15 Then he went to the men of Succoth and said, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna. You taunted me about them, saying, ‘Are 
F
 Zebah and Zalmunna now in your power that we should give bread to your exhausted men? ’ ” 
16 So he took the elders of the city, and he took some thorns and briers from the wilderness, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with them. 
17 He also tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.




18
 He asked Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind of men did you kill at Tabor? ”

“They were like you,” they said. “Each resembled the son of a king.”



19 So he said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my mother! As the Lord lives, if you had let them live, I would not kill you.” 
20 Then he said to Jether, his firstborn, “Get up and kill them.” The youth did not draw his sword, for he was afraid because he was still a youth.



21 Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Get up and kill us yourself, for a man is judged by his strength.” So Gideon got up, killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.

Gideon’s Legacy




22
 Then the Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you as well as your sons and your grandsons, for you delivered us from the power of Midian.”



23 But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will rule over you.” 
24 Then he said to them, “Let me make a request of you: Everyone give me an earring from his plunder.” Now the enemy had gold earrings because they were Ishmaelites.



25 They said, “We agree to give them.” So they spread out a mantle, and everyone threw an earring from his plunder on it. 
26 The weight of the gold earrings he requested was about 43 pounds 
G
 of gold, in addition to the crescent ornaments and ear pendants, the purple garments on the kings of Midian, and the chains on the necks of their camels. 
27 Gideon made an ephod 
f
 from all this and put it in Ophrah, his hometown. Then all Israel prostituted themselves with it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his household.




28
 So Midian was subdued before the Israelites, and they were no longer a threat. 
H
 The land was peaceful 40 years during the days of Gideon. 
29 Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) son of Joash went back to live at his house.



30 Gideon had 70 sons, his own offspring, since he had many wives. 
31 His concubine who was in Shechem 
g
 also bore him a son, and he named him Abimelech. 
32 Then Gideon son of Joash died at a ripe old age and was buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.




33
 When Gideon died, the Israelites turned and prostituted themselves with the •Baals
 and made Baal-berith 
I
 their god. 
34 The Israelites did not remember the Lord their God who had delivered them from the power of the enemies around them. 
35 They did not show kindness 
h
 to the house of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) for all the good he had done for Israel.


Judgment on Jerusalem


Alef





2

How the Lord has overshadowed
Daughter •Zion
 with His anger!
He has thrown down Israel’s glory
from heaven to earth.
He has abandoned His footstool 
a, 
b


in the day of His anger. 
c





Bet





2 Without compassion 
d
 the Lord has swallowed up
all the dwellings of Jacob.
In His wrath He has demolished
the fortified cities 
e
 of Daughter Judah.
He brought them to the ground
and defiled the kingdom and its leaders. 
f





Gimel






3
 He has cut off every •horn
 
g
 of Israel
in His burning anger
and withdrawn His right hand 
h


in the presence of the enemy.
He has blazed against Jacob like a flaming fire
that consumes everything. 
i





Dalet






4
 He has bent His bow like an enemy; 
j


His right hand is positioned like an adversary.
He has killed everyone who was loved, 
A


pouring out His wrath like fire
on the tent of Daughter Zion.



He





5 The Lord is like an enemy;
He has swallowed up Israel.
He swallowed up all its palaces
and destroyed its fortified cities.
He has multiplied mourning and lamentation
within Daughter Judah. 
k





Vav






6
 He has done violence to His temple 
B


as if it were a garden booth,
destroying His place of meeting. 
l


The Lord has abolished
appointed festivals and Sabbaths in Zion.
He has despised king and priest
in His fierce anger.



Zayin






7
 The Lord has rejected His altar,
repudiated His sanctuary; 
m


He has handed the walls of her palaces
over to the enemy.
They have raised a shout in the house of the Lord

as on the day of an appointed festival.



Khet






8
 The Lord determined to destroy
the wall of Daughter Zion.
He stretched out a measuring line 
n


and did not restrain Himself from destroying.
He made the ramparts and walls grieve;
together they waste away.



Tet





9 Zion’s gates have fallen to the ground; 
o


He has destroyed and shattered the bars on her gates.
Her king and her leaders live among the nations,
instruction 
C
 is no more,
and even her prophets receive
no vision from the Lord. 
p





Yod






10
 The elders of Daughter Zion
sit on the ground in silence.
They have thrown dust on their heads 
q


and put on •sackcloth
.
The young women of Jerusalem
have bowed their heads to the ground. 
r





Kaf






11
 My eyes are worn out from weeping; 
s


I am churning within.
My heart is poured out in grief 
D, 
t


because of the destruction of my dear people, 
u


because children and infants faint
in the streets of the city. 
v





Lamed





12 They cry out to their mothers:
Where is the grain and wine? 
w


as they faint like the wounded
in the streets of the city,
as their lives fade away
in the arms of their mothers.



Mem






13
 What can I say on your behalf?
What can I compare you to, Daughter Jerusalem?
What can I liken you to,
so that I may console you, Virgin Daughter Zion?
For your ruin is as vast as the sea.
Who can heal you? 
x





Nun






14
 Your prophets saw visions for you
that were empty and deceptive; 
y


they did not reveal your •guilt


and so restore your fortunes. 
z


They saw •oracles
 for you
that were empty and misleading.



Samek






15
 All who pass by
scornfully clap their hands 
a
 at you.
They mock 
E, 
b
 and shake their heads 
c


at Daughter Jerusalem:
Is this the city that was called
the perfection of beauty, 
d


the joy of the whole earth? 
e





Pe





16 All your enemies
open their mouths against you. 
f


They hiss and gnash their teeth, 
g


saying, “We have swallowed her up. 
h


This is the day we have waited for!
We have lived to see it.”



Ayin






17
 The Lord has done what He planned;
He has accomplished His decree,
which He ordained in days of old.
He has demolished without compassion, 
i


letting the enemy gloat over you
and exalting the horn of your adversaries.



Tsade






18
 The hearts of the people cry out to the Lord.
Wall of Daughter Zion, 
j


let your tears run down like a river
day and night. 
k


Give yourself no relief
and your 
F
 eyes no rest.



Qof






19
 Arise, cry out in the night
from the first watch of the night.
Pour out your heart like water
before the Lord’s presence. 
l


Lift up your hands to Him
for the lives of your children
who are fainting from hunger
on the corner of every street. 
m





Resh






20
 Lord, look and consider
who You have done this to.
Should women eat their own children, 
n


the infants they have nurtured? 
G


Should priests and prophets
be killed in the Lord’s sanctuary?



Shin





21 Both young and old
are lying on the ground in the streets.
My young men and women
have fallen by the sword.
You have killed them in the day of Your anger,
slaughtering without compassion. 
o





Tav






22
 You summoned my attackers 
H
 on every side, 
p


 as if for an appointed festival day;
on the day of the Lord’s anger
no one escaped or survived.
My enemy has destroyed
those I nurtured 
I
 and reared.
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Lamentations

Lament over Jerusalem


Alef





1

How 
a
 she sits alone, 
b


the city 
c
 once crowded with people!
She who was great among the nations
has become like a widow. 
d


The princess among the provinces
has been put to forced labor.



Bet






2
 She weeps aloud during the night, 
e


with tears on her cheeks.
There is no one to offer her comfort,
not one from all her lovers. 
f, 
g


All her friends have betrayed her;
they have become her enemies.



Gimel






3
 Judah has gone into exile
following 
A
 affliction and harsh slavery;
she lives among the nations
but finds no place to rest. 
h


All her pursuers have overtaken her
in narrow places.



Dalet






4
 The roads to •Zion
 
i
 mourn,
for no one comes to the appointed festivals. 
j


All her gates are deserted;
her priests groan,
her young women grieve,
and she herself is bitter.



He






5
 Her adversaries have become her masters; 
k


her enemies are at ease, 
l


for the Lord has made her suffer
because of her many transgressions.
Her children have gone away
as captives before the adversary.



Vav






6
 All her splendor 
m
 has vanished
from Daughter Zion. 
n


Her leaders are like stags
that find no pasture;
they walk away exhausted
before the hunter. 
o





Zayin






7
 During the days of her affliction and homelessness 
p


Jerusalem remembers all her precious belongings
that were hers in days of old.
When her people fell into the adversary’s hand,
she had no one to help.
The adversaries looked at her,
laughing over her downfall.



Khet






8
 Jerusalem has sinned grievously;
therefore, she has become an object of scorn. 
B


All who honored her now despise her,
for they have seen her nakedness.
She herself groans and turns away.



Tet






9
 Her uncleanness stains her skirts. 
q


She never considered her end.
Her downfall was astonishing; 
r


there was no one to comfort her.

Lord, look on my affliction,
for the enemy triumphs!



Yod






10
 The adversary has seized
all her precious belongings.
She has even seen the nations
enter her sanctuary —
those You had forbidden
to enter Your assembly. 
s





Kaf






11
 All her people groan
while they search for bread. 
t


They have traded their precious belongings for food
in order to stay alive. 
u



Lord, look and see
how I have become despised.



Lamed






12
 Is this nothing to you, all you who pass by? 
v


Look and see!
Is there any pain like mine,
which was dealt out to me,
which the Lord made me suffer
on the day of His burning anger? 
w





Mem






13
 He sent fire from heaven 
x
 into my bones;
He made it descend. 
y, 
z


He spread a net for my feet 
a


and turned me back.
He made me desolate,
sick all day long.



Nun





14 My transgressions have been formed into a yoke, 
b, 
C
, 
c


fastened together by His hand;
they have been placed on my neck,
and the Lord has broken my strength.
He has handed me over
to those I cannot withstand.



Samek





15 The Lord has rejected 
d


all the mighty men within me.
He has summoned an army 
D
 against me
to crush my young warriors.
The Lord has trampled Virgin Daughter Judah 
e


like grapes in a winepress. 
f





Ayin






16
 I weep because of these things;
my eyes flow 
E
 with tears. 
g


For there is no one nearby to comfort me, 
h


no one to keep me alive.
My children are desolate
because the enemy has prevailed.



Pe






17
 Zion stretches out her hands;
there is no one to comfort her.
The Lord has issued a decree against Jacob
that his neighbors should be his adversaries.
Jerusalem has become
something impure 
i
 among them.



Tsade






18
 The Lord is just,
for I have rebelled against His command. 
j


Listen, all you people;
look at my pain.
My young men and women
have gone into captivity. 
k





Qof






19
 I called to my lovers, 
l


but they betrayed me.
My priests and elders
perished in the city
while searching for food
to keep themselves alive. 
m





Resh






20
 Lord, see how I am in distress.
I am churning within; 
n


my heart is broken, 
F


for I have been very rebellious.
Outside, the sword takes the children;
inside, there is death. 
o





Shin





21 People have heard me groaning, 
p


but there is no one to comfort me.
All my enemies have heard of my misfortune;
they are glad that You have caused it. 
q


Bring on the day You have announced,
so that they may become like me. 
r





Tav






22
 Let all their wickedness come before You,
and deal with them
as You have dealt with me
because of all my transgressions. 
s


For my groans are many,
and I am sick at heart.



Motivations for Giving



9

Now concerning the ministry to the •saints
, it is unnecessary for me to write to you. 
2 For I know your eagerness, and I brag about you to the Macedonians: 
a, 
b
 “Achaia 
c, 
d
 has been prepared since last year,” and your zeal 
e
 has stirred up most of them. 
f


3 But I sent the brothers so our boasting about you in the matter would not prove empty, and so you would be prepared just as I said. 

4
 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we, not to mention you, would be embarrassed in that situation. 
A



5
 Therefore I considered it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance the generous gift 
g
 you promised, so that it will be ready as a gift and not as an extortion. 
h






6
 Remember this: 
B
 The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap generously. 

7
 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart — not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves 
i
 a cheerful giver. 

8
 And God is able 
j
 to make every grace overflow to you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work. 

9
 As it is written:



He scattered; 
k



He gave to the poor;


His righteousness endures forever. 
l, 
m







10
 Now the One who provides seed for the sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
n


11 You will be enriched 
o
 in every way for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. 

12
 For the ministry of this service 
p
 is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing in many acts of thanksgiving to God. 
13 They will glorify God for your obedience to the confession of 
C
 the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity 
q
 in sharing with them and with others through the proof provided by this service. 

14
 And they will have deep affection for 
D
 you in their prayers on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 

15
 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.


Judah’s King Amaziah



14

In 
a
 the second year of Israel’s King Jehoash 
A, 
b
 son of Jehoahaz, 
B
 Amaziah 
c
 son of Joash became king of Judah. 
2 He was 25 years old when he became king and reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan 
d
 and was from Jerusalem. 

3
 He did what was right in the Lord’s sight, but not like his ancestor David. He did everything his father Joash had done. 
e


4 Yet the •high
 places were not taken away, and the people continued sacrificing and burning incense on the high places. 
f






5
 As soon as the kingdom was firmly in his grasp, Amaziah killed his servants who had murdered his father the king. 
g


6 However, he did not put the children of the murderers to death, as it is written in the book of the law of Moses where the Lord commanded, “Fathers must not be put to death because of children, and children must not be put to death because of fathers; instead, each one will be put to death for his own sin.” 
h






7
 Amaziah killed 10,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 
i
 He took Sela 
j
 in battle and called it Joktheel, 
k
 which is its name to this very day. 

8
 Amaziah then sent messengers to Jehoash son of Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us meet face to face.” 
l






9
 King Jehoash of Israel sent word to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was in Lebanon once sent a message to the cedar 
m
 that was in Lebanon, 
n
 saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son as a wife.’ Then a wild animal that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle. 

10
 You have indeed defeated Edom, and you have become overconfident. 
o
 Enjoy your glory and stay at home. Why should you stir up such trouble that you fall — you and Judah with you? ”



11 But Amaziah would not listen, so King Jehoash of Israel advanced. He and King Amaziah of Judah faced off at Beth-shemesh 
p
 that belongs to Judah. 
12 Judah was routed before Israel, and everyone fled to his own tent. 
q


13 King Jehoash of Israel captured Judah’s King Amaziah son of Joash, 
C
 son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh. Then Jehoash went to Jerusalem and broke down 200 yards 
D
 of Jerusalem’s wall from the Ephraim Gate 
r
 to the Corner Gate. 
s


14 He took all the gold and silver, all the articles found in the Lord’s temple and in the treasuries of the king’s palace, and some hostages. 
t
 Then he returned to Samaria.

Jehoash’s Death




15
 The rest of the events of Jehoash’s reign, along with his accomplishments, his might, and how he waged war against Amaziah king of Judah, are written in the Historical Record of Israel’s Kings. 
u


16 Jehoash rested with his fathers, and he was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. His son Jeroboam became king in his place.

Amaziah’s Death



17 Judah’s King Amaziah son of Joash lived 15 years after the death of Israel’s King Jehoash son of Jehoahaz. 
v


18 The rest of the events of Amaziah’s reign are written in the Historical Record of Judah’s Kings. 
w



19
 A conspiracy was formed against him in Jerusalem, 
x
 and he fled to Lachish. 
y
 However, men were sent after him to Lachish, and they put him to death there. 
20 They carried him back 
z
 on horses, and he was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David. 
a





21 Then all the people of Judah took Azariah, 
b, 
c
 who was 16 years old, and made him king in place of his father Amaziah. 

22
 He rebuilt Elath 
d, 
e
 and restored it to Judah after Amaziah the king rested with his fathers.

Israel’s King Jeroboam




23
 In the fifteenth year of Judah’s King Amaziah son of Joash, Jeroboam 
f
 son of Jehoash 
E
 became king of Israel in Samaria and reigned 41 years. 
24 He did what was evil in the Lord’s sight. He did not turn away from all the sins Jeroboam son of Nebat had caused Israel to commit. 
g






25
 He restored Israel’s border 
h
 from Lebo-hamath 
i
 as far as the Sea of the •Arabah
, 
j
 according to the word the Lord, the God of Israel, had spoken through His servant, the prophet Jonah 
k
 son of Amittai from Gath-hepher. 
l



26
 For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter. 
m
 There was no one to help Israel, neither bond nor free. 
27 However, the Lord had not said He would blot out the name of Israel under heaven, 
n
 so He delivered 
o
 them by the hand of Jeroboam son of Jehoash. 
F






28
 The rest of the events of Jeroboam’s reign — along with all his accomplishments, the power he had to wage war, and how he recovered for Israel Damascus 
p
 and Hamath, 
q
 which had belonged to Judah 
G
 — are written in the Historical Record of Israel’s Kings. 
r


29 Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. His son Zechariah became king in his place. 
s




God Judges the Wicked

For the choir director: “Do Not Destroy.” 
a
 A psalm of •Asaph
. 
b
 A song.




75

 We give thanks to You, God;
we give thanks to You, for Your name is near.
People tell about Your wonderful works. 
c








2
 “When I choose a time,
I will judge fairly. 
d





3
 When the earth and all its inhabitants shake,
I am the One who steadies its pillars. 
e





•
Selah








4
 I say to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’
and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your •horn
. 
f





5
 Do not lift up your horn against heaven
or speak arrogantly.’ ” 
g








6
 Exaltation does not come
from the east, the west, or the desert,



7
 for God is the Judge:
He brings down one and exalts another. 
h





8
 For there is a cup in the Lord’s hand,
full of wine blended with spices, and He pours from it.
All the wicked of the earth will drink,
draining it to the dregs. 
i








9
 As for me, I will tell about Him forever;
I will sing praise to the God of Jacob. 
j







10 “I will cut off all the horns of the wicked, 
k


but the horns of the righteous will be lifted up.” 
l
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13:3f
 1Sm 10:5







13:3g
 1Sm 13:16;  14:5







13:3h
 Jdg 3:27;  6:34







13:3i
 LXX reads The slaves have revolted







13:3j
 Nm 10:9; Jdg 3:27;  6:34







13:4B
 Or governor







13:5k
 One LXX ms, Syr; MT reads 30,000







13:5l
 Jos 11:4







13:5m
 LXX reads Michmash, opposite Beth-horon to the south







13:5n
 1Sm 14:23







13:6o
 Jdg 6:2







13:8p
 1Sm 10:8







13:13q
 2Ch 16:9







13:13r
 1Sm 15:22,28







13:13s
 1Sm 1:22







13:14t
 1Sm 15:28







13:14C
 Lit man according to His heart







13:14u
 1Sm 16:7; Ac 13:22







13:15v
 LXX reads Samuel left Gilgal and went on his way, and the rest of the people followed Saul to join the people in his army. They went







13:16w
 1Sm 13:2-3







13:17x
 1Sm 14:15







13:17y
 Jos 18:23







13:18z
 Jos 18:13-14







13:18a
 Neh 11:34







13:19b
 Jdg 5:8; 2Kg 24:14







13:20c
 LXX; MT reads plowshares







13:21D
 Lit of a pim ; about 1/4 ounce of silver






13:22d
 Jdg 5:8







13:23e
 1Sm 14:1; 2Sm 23:14



Chapter 14





14:2a
 Is 10:28







14:2b
 LXX reads on top of the hill







14:2c
 1Sm 13:15-16







14:2d
 1Sm 13:15







14:3e
 1Sm 22:9-12,20







14:3f
 1Sm 2:28







14:3g
 1Sm 4:21







14:3h
 1Sm 1:3







14:4A
 Lit There was a tooth







14:4i
 1Sm 13:23







14:6j
 1Sm 17:26,36; Jr 9:25-26







14:6k
 Jdg 7:4-7







14:12l
 2Sm 5:24







14:15m
 1Sm 13:17-18







14:15n
 1Sm 7:10







14:15B
 Or and a great terror spread







14:15o
 2Kg 7:6







14:18p
 LXX reads “Bring the ephod.” For he wore the ephod before Israel







14:19q
 Nm 27:21







14:19C
 Lit Withdraw your hand







14:20r
 Jdg 7:22; 2Ch 20:23







14:21s
 1Sm 29:4







14:22t
 1Sm 13:6







14:23u
 Ex 14:30







14:24v
 LXX adds committed a great act of ignorance and







14:24w
 Jos 6:26







14:25D
 Lit All the land







14:26E
 Lit but there was none who raised his hand to his mouth







14:27x
 1Sm 14:43







14:27F
 Lit he returned his hand to his mouth







14:27y
 1Sm 30:12







14:29z
 1Kg 18:17-18







14:31a
 1Sm 14:5







14:31b
 Jos 10:12







14:32c
 1Sm 15:19







14:33d
 Gn 9:4; Lv 17:10-12







14:35e
 1Sm 7:12,17







14:36G
 Lit Do what is good in your eyes







14:36f
 1Sm 14:3, 18-19







14:36g
 Jdg 18:5-6







14:37h
 1Sm 10:22







14:37i
 1Sm 28:6







14:40H
 Lit Do what is good in your eyes







14:41j
 LXX reads Israel, why have You not answered Your servant today? If the unrighteousness is in me or in my son Jonathan, Lord God of Israel, give Urim; but if the guilt is in Your people Israel, give Thummim.”







14:41k
 Ac 1:24







14:43l
 Jos 7:19







14:43m
 1Sm 14:27







14:44n
 1Sm 25:22







14:45o
 2Sm 14:11; 1Kg 1:52; Ac 27:34







14:45p
 Jn 3:21







14:47q
 1Sm 11:1-13







14:47r
 2Sm 8:3-10







14:47s
 LXX reads he was victorious







14:48t
 1Sm 15:3,7







14:49u
 1Sm 31:2; 1Ch 10:2







14:49v
 1Sm 18:17-19







14:49w
 1Sm 18:20,27;  19:12; 2Sm 6:20-23







14:50x
 2Sm 2:8







14:51y
 1Sm 9:1,21







14:52z
 1Sm 8:11



Chapter 15





15:1a
 1Sm 9:16







15:2b
 LXX reads I will avenge







15:2c
 Ex 17:8-16; Nm 24:20; Dt 25:17-19







15:3d
 Nm 24:20; Dt 20:16-18







15:3e
 Jos 6:17-21; 1Sm 22:19







15:6f
 Jdg 1:16;  4:11







15:6g
 Ex 18:9-10; Nm 10:29-32







15:7h
 1Sm 14:48







15:7i
 Gn 16:7; 25:17-18







15:7j
 Ex 15:22; 1Sm 27:8







15:8k
 Nm 24:7; Est 3:1







15:8l
 1Sm 27:8;  30:1; 2Sm 8:12







15:9A
 Lit and the second







15:11m
 Gn 6:6-7; Ex 32:14; 2Sm 24:16







15:11n
 1Kg 9:6-7







15:11o
 Ex 32:11-13; Lk 6:12







15:12p
 Jos 15:55; 1Sm 25:2







15:12q
 1Sm 13:13-14







15:13r
 Gn 14:19; 2Sm 2:5







15:14B
 Lit sheep in my ears







15:15s
 Gn 3:12-13







15:14-15t
 Ex 32:21-24







15:17u
 1Sm 9:21







15:19v
 1Sm 14:32







15:20C
 Lit answered Samuel







15:21w
 Ex 32:22-23







15:22x
 Ps 40:6-8; 51:16-17; Is 1:11-15; Mc 6:6-8







15:22y
 Heb 10:5-7







15:23z
 Dt 18:10







15:23a
 Gn 31:19,34







15:23b
 1Sm 8:7







15:24c
 Nm 22:34; 2Sm 12:13; Ps 51:3-4







15:24d
 Pr 29:25; Is 51:12-13







15:25e
 Ex 10:17







15:26f
 1Sm 13:14;  16:1







15:28g
 1Sm 28:17-18







15:27-28h
 1Kg 11:30-36







15:29i
 1Ch 29:11; Ps 18:1-2







15:29j
 Nm 23:19; Ezk 24:14







15:30k
 Jn 12:43







15:30l
 Is 29:13







15:32D
 Hb obscure






15:32m
 LXX reads Is death bitter in this way?







15:32E
 Lit turned







15:33n
 Gn 9:6; Jdg 1:7; Mt 7:2







15:34o
 1Sm 7:17







15:34p
 1Sm 11:4







15:35q
 1Sm 19:24







15:35r
 1Sm 16:1



Chapter 16





16:1a
 1Sm 15:35







16:1b
 1Sm 13:13-14;  15:23







16:1c
 1Sm 9:16;  10:1; 2Kg 9:1







16:1d
 Ru 4:17-22







16:2e
 1Sm 20:29







16:3f
 Ex 4:15; Ac 9:6







16:3g
 Dt 17:14-15; 1Sm 9:16







16:4h
 Gn 48:7; Lk 2:4







16:4A
 LXX reads were astonished







16:4i
 DSS, LXX read Seer, do







16:4j
 1Kg 2:13; 2Kg 9:22; 1Ch 12:17-18







16:5k
 Gn 35:2; Ex 19:10







16:5l
 LXX reads and rejoice with me today







16:6m
 1Sm 17:13







16:7n
 LXX reads God does not see as a man sees







16:7B
 Lit what is of the eyes







16:7o
 1Kg 8:39; Jr 17:10; Lk 16:15; Jn 2:24-25







16:8p
 1Sm 17:13







16:9q
 1Sm 17:13







16:11r
 1Sm 17:12; 2Sm 13:3







16:12C
 Or ruddy







16:12s
 1Sm 17:42







16:12t
 1Sm 9:17







16:13u
 1Sm 10:1







16:13v
 Ps 51:10-12; Ezk 36:27; Ac 2:1-17







16:14w
 1Sm 11:6;  18:12;  28:15







16:16x
 1Sm 18:10;  19:9; 2Kg 3:15







16:18y
 1Sm 17:32-36







16:18z
 1Sm 3:19; 18:12-14







16:20a
 1Sm 10:4,27; Pr 18:16







16:21b
 Gn 41:46; Pr 22:29







16:23c
 1Sm 16:14-16



Chapter 17





17:1a
 1Sm 13:5







17:1b
 2Ch 28:18







17:1c
 Jos 10:10







17:1d
 1Ch 11:13







17:2e
 1Sm 21:9







17:4f
 2Sm 21:18-22; 1Ch 20:4-8







17:4g
 DSS, LXX read four cubits and a span







17:4A
 Lit was six cubits and a span







17:5B
 Lit helmet on his head







17:5C
 Lit 5,000 shekels







17:6h
 1Sm 17:45







17:7i
 2Sm 21:19; 1Ch 11:23







17:7D
 Lit 600 shekels







17:7j
 1Sm 17:41







17:8k
 1Sm 8:17







17:8-9l
 2Sm 2:12-16







17:10m
 1Sm 17:26,36,45







17:12n
 Gn 35:19







17:12o
 1Sm 16:10-11; 1Ch 2:13-15







17:13p
 1Sm 16:6, 8-9







17:14q
 1Sm 16:11







17:15r
 1Sm 16:21-23







17:17E
 Lit this ephah







17:17s
 1Sm 25:18







17:18F
 Lit the leader of 1,000







17:18t
 Gn 37:13-14







17:20u
 1Sm 26:5,7







17:22v
 Jdg 18:21; Is 10:28







17:23w
 1Sm 17:8-10







17:25x
 Jos 15:16







17:25y
 1Sm 8:11







17:26z
 1Sm 11:2







17:26a
 1Sm 14:6;  17:36; Jr 9:25-26







17:26b
 1Sm 17:10







17:26c
 Dt 5:26; 2Kg 19:4







17:27d
 1Sm 17:25







17:28e
 Gn 37:4, 8-36







17:30f
 1Sm 17:26-27







17:32G
 Lit let a man’s heart fall over







17:32g
 Dt 20:1-4







17:32h
 1Sm 16:18







17:35i
 Am 3:12







17:35j
 LXX reads throat ; lit beard







17:37k
 2Tm 4:17-18







17:37l
 1Sm 20:13







17:40m
 Jdg 20:16







17:42n
 Pr 16:18







17:42H
 Or ruddy







17:42o
 1Sm 16:12







17:43p
 1Sm 24:14







17:43q
 Some LXX mss add and stones?” And David said, “No! Worse than a dog!”







17:43r
 1Kg 20:10







17:44s
 1Sm 17:46







17:45t
 2Ch 32:7-8; Ps 124:8; Heb 11:34







17:46u
 LXX reads give your limbs and the limbs







17:46v
 1Kg 18:36; 2Kg 19:19; Is 37:20







17:47w
 Hs 1:7







17:47x
 Ex 14:13-14; Ps 33:16-22; 44:4-8







17:48y
 Ps 27:3







17:51z
 1Sm 21:9







17:51a
 Heb 11:34







17:52b
 LXX reads Ashkelon







17:52c
 Jos 15:11







17:52d
 Jos 15:36







17:54I
 Lit the Philistine’s







17:55e
 LXX omits 1Sm 17:55–18:5






17:55f
 1Sm 16:17-22;  17:25







17:57g
 1Sm 17:54







17:58h
 1Sm 17:12



Chapter 18





18:1a
 1Sm 20:17; 2Sm 1:26







18:3b
 1Sm 20:8,16;  23:18







18:4c
 Gn 41:42







18:6d
 Ex 15:20-21; Jdg 11:34







18:7e
 1Sm 21:11;  29:5







18:8A
 Lit furious; this saying was evil in his eyes







18:8f
 1Sm 15:28;  24:20







18:10g
 1Sm 16:14;  19:9







18:10B
 Or prophesy







18:10h
 1Sm 16:23







18:10i
 1Sm 19:9







18:11j
 1Sm 19:10;  20:33







18:12k
 1Sm 18:15,29







18:12l
 1Sm 16:13,18







18:12m
 1Sm 16:14;  17:36,47; 2Sm 5:2







18:13n
 2Sm 5:2







18:14o
 1Sm 3:19;  16:18







18:16p
 1Sm 18:5







18:17q
 1Sm 17:25







18:17r
 Nm 21:14; 1Sm 17:36-37;  25:28







18:17s
 1Sm 18:21;  18:25







18:18t
 1Sm 9:21;  18:23; 2Sm 7:18







18:19u
 Jdg 7:22; 2Sm 21:8; 1Kg 19:16







18:20v
 1Sm 18:28







18:20C
 Lit Saul, the thing was right in his eyes







18:21w
 1Sm 18:17







18:21x
 1Sm 18:20







18:23D
 Lit words in David’s ears







18:23y
 Gn 29:20;  34:12







18:25z
 Gn 34:12; Ex 22:17







18:25a
 1Sm 14:24







18:25b
 1Sm 18:17







18:26E
 Lit David, it was right in David’s eyes







18:26F
 Lit And the days were not full







18:27c
 LXX reads 100







18:27d
 2Sm 3:14







18:30e
 2Sm 11:1







18:30f
 1Sm 18:5



Chapter 19





19:1a
 1Sm 18:8-9







19:1b
 1Sm 18:1-3







19:3c
 1Sm 20:32-33







19:4d
 Gn 44:22; Pr 17:13; Jr 18:20







19:5e
 1Sm 17:42-51







19:5f
 1Sm 11:13







19:5g
 Dt 19:10-13; 1Sm 20:32







19:7h
 1Sm 16:21;  18:2,10,13







19:9i
 1Sm 16:14; 18:10-11







19:9j
 1Sm 18:10







19:9k
 1Sm 16:14-16;  18:10







19:10l
 1Sm 18:11;  20:33







19:11m
 Ps 59 title






19:11n
 1Sm 18:20







19:12o
 Jos 2:15; Ac 9:23-25







19:14p
 Jos 2:5







19:18q
 1Sm 7:17







19:18r
 2Kg 6:1-2







19:20s
 1Sm 19:11; Jn 7:32







19:20t
 1Sm 10:5-6,10







19:21u
 Nm 11:25







19:23v
 1Sm 10:10







19:24w
 Is 20:2; Mc 1:8







19:20-24x
 1Sm 10:5-13



Chapter 20





20:1a
 1Sm 24:9







20:2A
 Lit without uncovering my ear







20:3b
 1Sm 25:26; 2Kg 2:6







20:5c
 Nm 10:10; 28:11-15; Am 8:5







20:5d
 1Sm 20:24,27







20:5e
 1Sm 19:2







20:6f
 1Sm 17:58







20:6g
 Dt 12:5







20:8h
 1Sm 18:3;  20:16;  23:18







20:8i
 2Sm 14:32







20:12B
 Lit and uncover your ear







20:13j
 Ru 1:17; 1Sm 3:17







20:13C
 Lit will uncover your ears







20:13k
 1Sm 18:12







20:15l
 2Sm 9:1







20:16m
 1Sm 18:3;  23:18







20:16D
 Lit 
Lord require it from the hand of David’s enemies







20:16n
 Dt 23:21







20:17o
 LXX; MT reads Jonathan once again made David swear







20:17p
 1Sm 18:1







20:18q
 Nm 10:10







20:22r
 1Sm 20:37







20:23s
 1Sm 20:14-15







20:23t
 LXX; MT omits a witness







20:23u
 Gn 31:49,53







20:25v
 Text emended; MT reads Jonathan got up







20:25w
 1Sm 20:18







20:26x
 Lv 7:20-21; Nm 10:10







20:28y
 1Sm 20:6







20:30E
 Lit your mother’s genitals







20:31z
 2Sm 12:5







20:32a
 1Sm 19:5







20:33b
 1Sm 18:11;  19:10







20:33c
 1Sm 20:7







20:36d
 1Sm 20:20-21







20:37e
 1Sm 20:22







20:41f
 Gn 42:6







20:41g
 1Sm 18:3







20:42h
 The last sentence of v. 42 is 1Sm 21:1 in Hb.






20:42i
 1Sm 20:15-23



Chapter 21





21:1a
 1Sm 14:3; Mk 2:26







21:1b
 1Sm 22:19







21:4c
 Ex 25:30; Lv 24:5-9; Mt 12:3-4







21:4d
 DSS; MT omits may eat it







21:4e
 Ex 19:15







21:5f
 2Sm 11:11







21:5A
 Lit vessels







21:5g
 1Th 4:4







21:6h
 Mt 12:3-4; Mk 2:25







21:6i
 Lv 24:5-9







21:7j
 1Sm 22:9; Ps 52 title






21:9k
 1Sm 17:51







21:10l
 Ps 56 title






21:11m
 1Sm 18:7;  29:5







21:12B
 Lit David placed these words in his heart







21:13n
 Ps 34 title






21:13C
 Lit madman in their hand







21:13o
 LXX reads drumming







21:13-15p
 Ps 34 title


Chapter 22





22:1a
 Pss 57, 142 titles






22:2b
 1Sm 23:13;  25:13







22:5c
 1Ch 21:9;  29:29; 2Ch 29:25







22:6d
 Jdg 4:5; 1Sm 14:2







22:7e
 1Sm 8:12







22:8A
 Lit No one uncovers my ear







22:8f
 1Sm 18:3;  20:16







22:8g
 1Sm 23:21







22:8B
 Lit or uncovers my ear







22:9h
 Ps 52 title






22:9i
 1Sm 21:1; Ps 52 title






22:10j
 1Sm 10:22







22:10k
 1Sm 21:6,9







22:10l
 1Sm 21:2-9







22:12m
 1Sm 3:4-6; 2Sm 1:7







22:13n
 1Sm 22:8







22:14o
 1Sm 19:4-5







22:15p
 2Sm 5:19,23







22:15C
 Lit didn’t know a thing, small or large







22:17q
 2Kg 10:25; 2Ch 12:10







22:17D
 Lit didn’t uncover my ear







22:18r
 1Sm 2:31







22:18s
 Ex 28:4; 1Sm 2:28







22:19t
 1Sm 2:18







22:20u
 1Sm 23:9;  30:7; 2Sm 2:1; 1Kg 2:26-27







22:20v
 1Sm 2:33







22:22w
 1Sm 21:7







22:22x
 LXX, Syr, Vg; MT reads I myself turn in







22:23y
 1Kg 2:26




The Promise Reaffirmed to Isaac



sn.1.26.1


6 So Isaac settled in Gerar.

Isaac’s Deception




sn.1.26.7
 Isaac caressing his wife Rebekah.



9 Abimelech sent for Isaac and said, “So she is really your wife! How could you say, ‘She is my sister’? ”

Isaac answered him, “Because I thought I might die on account of her.”



10 Then Abimelech said, “What is this you’ve done to us? One of the people could easily have slept with your wife, and you would have brought •guilt


11 So Abimelech warned all the people with these words: “Whoever harms this man or his wife will certainly die.”

Conflicts over Wells




sn.1.26.12





17 So Isaac left there, camped in the Valley of Gerar, and lived there. 
18 Isaac reopened the water wells that had been dug in the days of his father Abraham and that the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died. He gave them the same names his father had given them. 
19 Then Isaac’s slaves dug in the valley and found a well of spring 
fnY158
 and said, “For now the Lord has made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land.”

The Lord Appears to Isaac




sn.1.26.23
 I will bless you and multiply your offspring because of My servant Abraham.”



25 So he built an altar there, 
fn448



Covenant with Abimelech




sn.1.26.26


27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me? You hated me and sent me away from you.”



28 They replied, “We have clearly seen how the Lord has been with you. We think there should be an oath between two parties — between us and you. Let us make a covenant with you: 
29 You will not harm us, just as we have not harmed you but have only done what was good to you, sending you away in peace. You are now blessed by the Lord.” 
fn451






sn.1.26.30
 to this day.

Esau’s Wives




sn.1.26.34




Human Wickedness and God’s Love

For the choir director. A psalm of David, the Lord’s servant.




36

 An •oracle
 within my heart
concerning the transgression of the wicked person:
There is no dread of God before his eyes, 
a




2 for in his own eyes he flatters himself too much
to discover and hate his sin. 
b




3 The words of his mouth are malicious and deceptive; 
c


he has stopped acting wisely and doing good. 
d





4
 Even on his bed he makes malicious plans. 
e


He sets himself on a path that is not good
and does not reject evil. 
f








5
 Lord, Your faithful love reaches to heaven,
Your faithfulness to the clouds. 
g




6 Your righteousness is like the highest mountains;
Your judgments, like the deepest sea. 
h



Lord, You preserve man and beast. 
i




7 God, Your faithful love is so valuable
that •people
 take refuge in the shadow of Your wings. 
j





8
 They are filled from the abundance of Your house;
You let them drink from Your refreshing stream, 
k





9
 for with You is life’s fountain. 
l


In Your light we will see light. 
m








10
 Spread Your faithful love over those who know You,
and Your righteousness over the upright in heart. 
n





11
 Do not let the foot of the arrogant man come near me
or the hand of the wicked one drive me away. 
o




12 There the evildoers fall;
they have been thrown down and cannot rise. 
p





Wives and Husbands



3

In the same way, wives, 
a
 submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, even if some disobey the Christian message, 
b
 they may be won over 
A, 
c
 without a message by the way their wives live 
d


2 when they observe your pure, reverent lives. 
e


3 Your beauty should not consist of outward things like elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold ornaments 
B
 or fine clothes. 
f


4 Instead, it should consist of what is inside 
C
 the heart 
g
 with the imperishable quality of a gentle 
h
 and quiet 
i
 spirit, which is very valuable in God’s eyes. 
5 For in the past, the holy 
j
 women who put their hope 
k
 in God also beautified themselves in this way, submitting to their own husbands, 
6 just as Sarah 
l
 obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. You have become her children when you do what is good and are not frightened by anything alarming. 
m






7
 Husbands, 
n
 in the same way, live with your wives with an understanding of their weaker nature 
D, 
o
 yet showing them honor as co-heirs of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

Do No Evil




8
 Now finally, all of you should be like-minded and sympathetic, should love believers, 
E, 
p
 and be compassionate 
q
 and humble, 
r


9 not paying back evil for evil 
s
 or insult for insult but, on the contrary, giving a blessing, 
t
 since you were called for this, so that you can inherit a blessing.




10 For the 
u

one who wants to love life


and to see good days


must keep his tongue from evil 
v



and his lips from speaking deceit, 
w




11 and he must turn away 
x

from evil


and do what is good.


He must seek peace 
y

and pursue it,



12 because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous


and His ears are open to their request.


But the face of the Lord is against


those who do what is evil. 
z




Undeserved Suffering




13
 And who will harm 
F
 you if you are deeply committed to what is good? 
G


14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness, 
a
 you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear 
b

 or be disturbed, 
c, 
d



15
 but honor 
H
 the •Messiah
 
e
 as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason 
I
 for the hope that is in you. 
f


16 However, do this with gentleness and respect, keeping your conscience clear, 
J, 
K
, 
g
 so that when you are accused, 
h
 those who denounce your Christian life 
L
 will be put to shame. 
17 For it is better to suffer 
i
 for doing good, if that should be God’s will, 
M
 than for doing evil.





18
 For Christ also suffered 
j
 for sins once for all, 
k, 
l


the righteous for the unrighteous, 
N


that He might bring you 
m
 to God, 
n


after being put to death in the fleshly realm 
O, 
o


but made alive in the spiritual realm. 
P







19
 In that state 
Q
 He also went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
p
 in prison 
q


20 who in the past were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah 
r
 while an ark was being prepared. In it a few — that is, eight people 
R, 
s
 — were saved through water. 
21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, 
t
 but the pledge 
S
 of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
u


22 Now that He has gone into heaven, 
v
 He is at God’s right hand 
w
 with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him. 
x




Israel Accused of Apostasy


2
The word of the Lord came to me: 

2
 “Go and announce directly to Jerusalem that this is what the Lord says:


I remember the loyalty of your youth, 
a


your love as a bride —
how you followed Me in the wilderness,
in a land not sown.



3
 Israel was holy to the Lord, 
b


the •firstfruits
 of His harvest. 
c


All who ate of it found themselves •guilty
; 
d


disaster came on them.”
This is the Lord’s declaration.





4 Hear the word of the Lord, house of Jacob
and all families of the house of Israel.



5
 This is what the Lord says:



What fault did your fathers find in Me 
e


that they went so far from Me,
followed worthless idols, 
f


and became worthless themselves? 
g





6
 They stopped asking, “Where is the Lord 
h


who brought us from the land of Egypt,
who led us through the wilderness, 
i


through a land of deserts and ravines,
through a land of drought and darkness, 
A


a land no one traveled through
and where no one lived? ”



7
 I brought you to a fertile land 
j


to eat its fruit and bounty,
but after you entered, you defiled My land; 
k


you made My inheritance 
l
 detestable.



8
 The priests quit asking, “Where is the Lord? ”
The experts in the law no longer knew Me, 
m


and the rulers 
n
 rebelled against Me.
The prophets prophesied by 
o
 •Baal
 
p


and followed useless idols. 
q








9
 Therefore, I will bring a case against you again.
This is the Lord’s declaration.
I will bring a case against your children’s children. 
r





10
 Cross over to Cyprus 
B, 
s
 and take a look.
Send someone to Kedar 
t
 and consider carefully;
see if there has ever been anything like this:


11 Has a nation ever exchanged its gods? 
u


(But they were not gods! 
v
)
Yet My people have exchanged their 
w
 Glory
for useless idols. 
x




12 Be horrified at this, heavens; 
y


be shocked and utterly appalled.
This is the Lord’s declaration.






13
 For My people have committed a double evil:
They have abandoned Me, 
z


the fountain of living water, 
a


and dug cisterns for themselves,
cracked cisterns that cannot hold water. 
b




Consequences of Apostasy





14
 Is Israel a slave?
Was he born into slavery? 
C


Why else has he become a prey?



15
 The young lions have roared at him; 
c


they have roared loudly.
They have laid waste his land. 
d


His cities are in ruins, without inhabitants.



16
 The men of Memphis and Tahpanhes 
e


have also broken your skull.


17 Have you not brought this on yourself 
f


by abandoning the Lord your God
while He was leading you along the way?



18
 Now what will you gain
by traveling along the way to Egypt 
g


to drink the waters of the Nile? 
D


What will you gain
by traveling along the way to Assyria 
h


to drink the waters of the Euphrates? 
i





19
 Your own evil will discipline you; 
j


your own apostasies will reprimand you.
Think it over and see how evil and bitter 
k
 it is
for you to abandon the Lord your God
and to have no •fear
 of Me.
This is the declaration
of the Lord God of •Hosts
.






20
 For long ago I 
l
 broke your yoke; 
m


I 
n
 tore off your chains.
You insisted, “I will not serve! ”
On every high hill
and under every green tree 
o


you lie down like a prostitute. 
p








21
 I planted you, a choice vine 
q


from the very best seed.
How then could you turn into
a degenerate, foreign vine? 
r








22
 Even if you wash with lye
and use a great amount of soap, 
s


the stain of your sin is still in front of Me. 
t


This is the Lord God’s declaration.



23
 How can you protest, “I am not defiled;
I have not followed the Baals”? 
u


Look at your behavior in the valley;
acknowledge what you have done. 
v


You are a swift young camel
twisting and turning on her way,



24
 a wild donkey 
w
 at home 
E
 in the wilderness.
She sniffs the wind in the heat of her desire.
Who can control her passion?
All who look for her will not become tired;
they will find her in her mating season. 
F




25 Keep your feet from going bare
and your throat from thirst.
But you say, “It’s hopeless; 
x


I love strangers, 
y


and I will continue to follow them.”






26
 Like the shame of a thief when he is caught,
so the house of Israel has been put to shame. 
z


They, their kings, their officials,
their priests, and their prophets 
a




27 say to a tree, “You are my father,”
and to a stone, “You gave birth to me.”
For they have turned their back to Me
and not their face,
yet in their time of disaster 
b
 they beg,
“Rise up and save us! ”


28 But where are your gods you made for yourself?
Let them rise up and save you 
c


in your time of disaster if they can,
for your gods are as numerous as your cities, Judah.


Judgment Deserved




29 Why do you bring a case against Me? 
d


All of you have rebelled against Me.
This is the Lord’s declaration.


30 I have struck down your children in vain;
they would not accept discipline. 
e


Your own sword has devoured your prophets 
f


like a ravaging lion.



31
 Evil generation,
pay attention to the word of the Lord!
Have I been a wilderness to Israel
or a land of dense darkness?
Why do My people claim,
“We will go where we want; 
G


we will no longer come to You”?



32
 Can a young woman forget her jewelry 
g


or a bride her wedding sash?
Yet My people have forgotten Me 
h


for countless days.



33
 How skillfully you pursue love;
you also teach evil women your ways.


34 Moreover, your skirts are stained
with the blood of the innocent poor. 
i


You did not catch them breaking and entering. 
j


But in spite of all these things


35 you claim, “I am innocent. 
k


His anger is sure to turn away from me.”
But I will certainly judge you
because you have said, “I have not sinned.” 
l





36
 How unstable you are, 
m


constantly changing your ways!
You will be put to shame by Egypt 
n


just as you were put to shame by Assyria.


37 Moreover, you will be led out from here
with your hands on your head 
o


since the Lord has rejected those you trust; 
p


you will not succeed even with their help. 
H





Justice for the Gibeonites



21

During David’s reign there was a famine for three successive years, so David inquired of the Lord. The Lord answered, “It is because of the blood shed by Saul and his family when he killed the Gibeonites.”



2 The Gibeonites were not Israelites but rather a remnant of the Amorites. The Israelites had taken an oath concerning them, 
a
 but Saul had tried to kill them in his zeal for the Israelites and Judah. So David summoned the Gibeonites and spoke to them. 

3
 He asked the Gibeonites, “What should I do for you? How can I make atonement so that you will bring a blessing on 
A
 the Lord’s inheritance? ”




4
 The Gibeonites said to him, “We are not asking for money from 
B
 Saul or his family, 
b
 and we cannot put anyone to death in Israel.” 
c



“Whatever you say, I will do for you,” he said.



5 They replied to the king, “As for the man who annihilated us and plotted to destroy us so we would not exist within the whole territory of Israel, 

6
 let seven of his male descendants be handed over to us so we may hang 
C
 them in the presence of the Lord 
d
 at Gibeah of Saul, 
e
 the Lord’s chosen.” 
f



The king answered, “I will hand them over.”




7
 David spared Mephibosheth, the son of Saul’s son Jonathan, because of the oath of the Lord that was between David and Jonathan, Saul’s son. 
g



8
 But the king took Armoni and Mephibosheth, who were the two sons whom Rizpah 
h
 daughter of Aiah had borne to Saul, and the five sons whom Merab 
i, 
j
 daughter of Saul had borne to Adriel son of Barzillai the Meholathite 

9
 and handed them over to the Gibeonites. They hanged 
D
 them on the hill in the presence of the Lord; the seven of them died together. They were executed in the first days of the harvest at the beginning of the barley harvest. 
k



The Burial of Saul’s Family




10
 Rizpah, Aiah’s daughter, took •sackcloth
 and spread it out for herself on the rock from the beginning of the harvest 
l
 until the rain poured down from heaven on the bodies. She kept the birds of the sky from them by day and the wild animals by night.



11 When it was reported to David what Saul’s concubine Rizpah, daughter of Aiah, had done, 

12
 he went and got the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan from the leaders of Jabesh-gilead. They had stolen them from the public square of Beth-shan where the Philistines had hung the bodies the day the Philistines killed Saul at Gilboa. 
m


13 David had the bones brought from there. They gathered up the bones of Saul’s family who had been hung 
E



14
 and buried the bones of Saul and his son Jonathan at Zela in the land of Benjamin in the tomb of Saul’s father Kish. They did everything the king commanded. After this, God answered prayer for the land. 
n



The Philistine Giants



15 The Philistines again waged war against Israel. David went down with his soldiers, and they fought the Philistines, but David became exhausted. 

16
 Then Ishbi-benob, one of the descendants of the giant, 
F
 whose bronze spear weighed about eight pounds 
G
 and who wore new armor, intended to kill David. 

17
 But Abishai son of Zeruiah came to his aid, struck the Philistine, and killed him. Then David’s men swore to him: “You must never again go out with us to battle. You must not extinguish the lamp of Israel.” 
o






18
 After this, 
p
 there was another battle with the Philistines at Gob. At that time Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Saph, who was one of the descendants of the giant. 
H






19
 Once again there was a battle with the Philistines at Gob, and Elhanan son of Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite killed 
q
 Goliath the Gittite. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam. 
r





20 At Gath there was still another battle. A huge man was there with six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot — 24 in all. He, too, was descended from the giant. 
I


21 When he taunted Israel, Jonathan, son of David’s brother Shimei, killed him.



22 These four were descended from the giant 
J
 in Gath and were killed by David and his soldiers.


Solomon’s Dedication of the Temple



8

At that time Solomon assembled the elders 
a
 of Israel, 
b
 all the tribal heads 
c
 and the ancestral leaders of the Israelites before him at Jerusalem in order to bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from the city of David, 
d
 that is •Zion
. 
e



2
 So all the men of Israel were assembled in the presence of King Solomon in the seventh month, the month of Ethanim, 
f
 at the festival. 
g






3
 All the elders 
h
 of Israel came, and the priests 
i
 picked up the ark. 
j


4 The priests and the Levites brought the ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, 
k
 and the holy utensils that were in the tent. 
l



5
 King Solomon and the entire congregation of Israel, who had gathered around him and were with him in front of the ark, were sacrificing sheep and cattle that could not be counted or numbered, because there were so many. 
m



6
 The priests brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the most holy place 
n
 beneath the wings of the •cherubim
. 
7 For the cherubim were spreading their wings over 
o
 the place of the ark, so that the cherubim covered the ark and its poles from above. 
p



8
 The poles were so long that their ends were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary, but they were not seen from outside the sanctuary; they are there to this day. 
q


9 Nothing was in the ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had put there at Horeb, 
r, 
s
 where the Lord made a covenant with the Israelites when they came out of the land of Egypt. 
t






10
 When the priests came out of the holy place, the cloud filled the Lord’s temple, 
u


11 and because of the cloud, the priests were not able to continue ministering, for the glory 
v
 of the Lord filled the temple.




12
 Then Solomon said:


The Lord said that He would dwell in thick darkness. 
w




13 I have indeed built an exalted temple 
x
 for You,
a place for Your dwelling forever. 
y







14
 The king turned around and blessed 
z
 the entire congregation of Israel while they were standing. 

15
 He said:


May the Lord God of Israel be praised!
He spoke directly to my father David, 
and He has fulfilled the promise 
a
 by His power.
He said, 



16
 “Since the day I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, 
b


I have not chosen a city to build a temple in
among any of the tribes of Israel, 
so that My name 
c
 would be there.
But I have chosen David to rule My people Israel.” 
d




17 It was in the desire of my father David
to build a temple for the name of •Yahweh
, the God of Israel. 
e




18 But the Lord said to my father David, 
“Since it was your desire to build a temple for My name, 
you have done well to have this desire. 
f





19
 Yet you are not the one to build it; 
instead, your son, your own offspring, 
will build it for My name.” 
g




20 The Lord has fulfilled what He promised.
I have taken the place of my father David, 
h


and I sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised. 
i


I have built the temple for the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel.


21 I have provided a place there for the ark, 
where the Lord’s covenant is
that He made with our ancestors
when He brought them out of the land of Egypt. 
j




Solomon’s Prayer




22
 Then Solomon stood 
k
 before the altar of the Lord in front of the entire congregation of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven. 
l



23
 He said:



Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like You
in heaven above or on earth below, 
m


keeping the gracious covenant
with Your servants who walk before You
with their whole heart. 
n




24 You have kept what You promised
to Your servant, my father David.
You spoke directly to him
and You fulfilled  Your promise  by Your power
as it is today. 
o





25
 Therefore, Lord God of Israel, 
keep what You promised
to Your servant, my father David:
You will never fail to have a man
to sit before Me on the throne of Israel, 
p


if only your sons guard their walk before Me
as you have walked before Me. 
q





26
 Now Lord 
r
 God of Israel, 
please confirm what You promised
to Your servant, my father David. 
s





27
 But will God indeed live on earth?
Even heaven, the highest heaven, cannot contain You, 
much less this temple I have built. 
t




28 Listen 
A
 to Your servant’s prayer and his petition, 
u



Lord my God, 
so that You may hear the cry and the prayer
that Your servant prays before You today, 


29 so that Your eyes may watch over this temple night and day, 
v


toward the place where You said:
My name will be there, 
w


and so that You may hear the prayer
that Your servant prays toward this place.


30 Hear the petition of Your servant 
x


and Your people Israel, 
which they pray toward this place. 
y


May You hear in Your dwelling place in heaven.
May You hear and forgive.



31
 When a man sins against his neighbor
and is forced to take an oath, 
B, 
z


and he comes to take an oath
before Your altar in this temple, 


32 may You hear in heaven and act.
May You judge Your servants, 
condemning the wicked man by bringing
what he has done on his own head
and providing justice for the righteous
by rewarding him according to his righteousness. 
a





33
 When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, 
because they have sinned against You, 
b


and they return to You and praise Your name, 
and they pray and plead with You
for mercy in this temple, 


34 may You hear in heaven
and forgive the sin of Your people Israel.
May You restore them to the land
You gave their ancestors. 
c





35
 When the skies are shut and there is no rain, 
because they have sinned against You, 
d


and they pray toward this place
and praise Your name, 
and they turn from their sins
because You are afflicting them, 
e




36 may You hear in heaven
and forgive the sin of Your servants
and Your people Israel, 
so that You may teach them the good way
they should walk in. 
f


May You send rain on Your land
that You gave Your people for an inheritance. 
g





37
 When there is famine on the earth, 
when there is pestilence, 
when there is blight, mildew, locust, or grasshopper, 
h


when their enemy besieges them
in the region of their fortified cities, 
C


when there is any plague or illness, 


38 whatever prayer or petition
anyone from Your people Israel might have — 
each man knowing his own afflictions 
D, 
i


and spreading out his hands toward this temple 
j
 — 


39 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, 
and may You forgive, act, and repay the man, 
according to all his ways, since You know his heart, 
for You alone know every human heart, 
k




40 so that they may •fear
 
l
 You
all the days they live on the land 
m


You gave our ancestors.



41
 Even for the foreigner who is not of Your people Israel
but has come from a distant land 
n


because of Your name — 


42 for they will hear of Your great name, 
mighty hand, 
o
 and outstretched arm, 
and will come 
p
 and pray toward this temple — 


43 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, 
and do according to all the foreigner asks You for.
Then all the people on earth will know 
q
 Your name, 
to fear You as Your people Israel do
and know that this temple I have built
is called by Your name.


44 When Your people go out to fight against their enemies, 
r


wherever You send them, 
and they pray to Yahweh
in the direction of the city You have chosen 
s


and the temple I have built for Your name, 


45 may You hear their prayer and petition in heaven
and uphold their cause. 
t





46
 When they sin against You — 
for there is no one who does not sin 
u
 — 
and You are angry with them
and hand them over to the enemy, 
and their captors deport them to the enemy’s country 
v
 — 
whether distant or nearby — 


47 and when they come to their senses 
E


in the land where they were deported
and repent and petition You in their captors’ land:
“We have sinned and done wrong; 
we have been wicked,” 
w




48 and when they return to You with their whole mind and heart
in the land of their enemies who took them captive, 
x


and when they pray to You in the direction of their land
that You gave their ancestors, 
the city You have chosen, 
y


and the temple I have built for Your name, 


49 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, 
their prayer and petition and uphold their cause.


50 May You forgive Your people
who sinned against You
and all their rebellions 
F
 against You, 
and may You give them compassion
in the eyes of their captors, 
so that they may be compassionate to them. 
z





51
 For they are Your people and Your inheritance; 
a


You brought them out of Egypt, 
out of the middle of an iron furnace. 
b




52 May Your eyes be open to Your servant’s petition
and to the petition of Your people Israel, 
listening to them whenever they call to You.


53 For You, Lord God, have set them apart as Your inheritance
from all the people on earth, 
as You spoke through Your servant Moses
when You brought their ancestors out of Egypt. 
c




Solomon’s Blessing




54
 When Solomon finished praying this entire prayer and petition to the Lord, he got up from kneeling before the altar of the Lord, with his hands spread out toward heaven, 
d


55 and he stood and blessed the whole congregation of Israel 
e
 with a loud voice: 
56 “May the Lord be praised! He has given rest 
f
 to His people Israel according to all He has said. Not one of all the good promises He made through His servant Moses has failed. 
g



57
 May the Lord our God be with us as He was with our ancestors. May He not abandon us or leave us 
h


58 so that He causes us to be devoted 
G
 to Him, 
i
 to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commands, statutes, and ordinances, which He commanded our ancestors. 
59 May my words I have made my petition with before the Lord be near the Lord our God day and night, so that He may uphold His servant’s cause and the cause of His people Israel, as each day requires, 
j



60
 and so that all the peoples of the earth may know that Yahweh is God. There is no other! 
k


61 Let your heart be completely devoted to the Lord our God 
l
 to walk in His statutes and to keep His commands, as it is today.”




62
 The king and all Israel with him were offering sacrifices in the Lord’s presence. 
63 Solomon offered a sacrifice of •fellowship
 offerings to the Lord: 22,000 cattle and 120,000 sheep. 
m
 In this manner the king and all the Israelites dedicated 
n
 the Lord’s temple. 
o






64
 On the same day, the king consecrated the middle of the courtyard that was in front of the Lord’s temple because that was where he offered the •burnt
 offering, the •grain
 offering, and the fat of the fellowship offerings 
p
 since the bronze altar before the Lord was too small to accommodate the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the fellowship offerings. 
q






65
 Solomon and all Israel with him — a great assembly, from the entrance of Hamath 
H, 
r
 to the Brook of Egypt 
s
 — observed the festival at that time 
t
 in the presence of the Lord our God, seven days, and seven more days — 14 days. 
u, 
v


66 On the fifteenth day 
I
 he sent the people away. So they blessed the king and went home to their tents rejoicing and with joyful hearts for all the goodness that the Lord had done for His servant David and for His people Israel. 
w




God’s Care for the Earth

For the choir director. A Davidic psalm. A song.




65

 Praise is rightfully Yours, 
A


God, in •Zion
;
vows to You will be fulfilled. 
a





2
 All humanity will come to You,
the One who hears prayer. 
b





3
 Iniquities overwhelm me;
only You can •atone
 for 
B
 our rebellions. 
c





4
 How happy is the one You choose
and bring near to live in Your courts!
We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house,
the holiness of Your temple. 
C, 
d








5
 You answer us in righteousness,
with awe-inspiring works,
God of our salvation,
the hope of all the ends of the earth
and of the distant seas. 
e




6 You establish the mountains by Your 
f
 power,
robed with strength. 
g




7 You silence the roar of the seas,
the roar of their waves,
and the tumult of the nations. 
h




8 Those who live far away are awed by Your signs;
You make east and west shout for joy. 
i








9
 You visit the earth and water it abundantly,
enriching it greatly.
God’s stream is filled with water,
for You prepare the earth 
D
 in this way,
providing people with grain. 
j




10 You soften it with showers and bless its growth,
soaking its furrows and leveling its ridges. 
k





11
 You crown the year with Your goodness;
Your ways overflow with plenty. 
E, 
l




12 The wilderness pastures overflow,
and the hills are robed with joy. 
m




13 The pastures are clothed with flocks
and the valleys covered with grain. 
n


They shout in triumph; indeed, they sing. 
o





Instructions for the Passover



12

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 

2
 “This month is to be the beginning of months for you; it is the first month of your year. 
a



3
 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month they must each select an animal of the flock according to their fathers’ households, one animal per household. 
4 If the household is too small for a whole animal, that person and the neighbor nearest his house are to select one based on the combined number of people; you should apportion the animal according to what each person 
A
 will eat. 
5 You must have an unblemished 
b
 animal, a year-old male; you may take it from either the sheep or the goats. 
6 You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter the animals at twilight. 
c


7 They must take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses where they eat them. 

8
 They are to eat the meat that night; they should eat it, roasted over the fire along with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
d


9 Do not eat any of it raw or cooked in boiling 
B
 water, but only roasted 
e
 over fire — its head as well as its legs and inner organs. 
10 Do not let any of it remain until morning; 
f
 you must burn up any part of it that does remain before morning. 

11
 Here is how you must eat it: you must be dressed for travel, 
C
 your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. You are to eat it in a hurry; it is the Lord’s •Passover
. 
g





12 “I will pass through 
h
 the land of Egypt on that night and strike every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, both man and beast. I am •Yahweh
; I will execute judgments against all the gods of Egypt. 
i


13 The blood on the houses where you are staying will be a distinguishing mark for you; when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No plague will be among you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.



14 “This day is to be a memorial for you, and you must celebrate it as a festival to the Lord. You are to celebrate it throughout your generations as a permanent statute. 
j



15
 You must eat unleavened bread for seven days. On the first day you must remove yeast 
k
 from your houses. Whoever eats what is leavened from the first day through the seventh day must be cut off 
l
 from Israel. 
16 You are to hold a sacred assembly 
m
 on the first day and another sacred assembly on the seventh day. No work may be done on those days except for preparing what people need to eat — you may do only that.



17 “You are to observe the Festival of •Unleavened
 Bread because on this very day I brought your divisions out of the land of Egypt. 
n
 You must observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent statute. 
18 You are to eat unleavened bread in the first month, 
o
 from the evening of the fourteenth day of the month until the evening of the twenty-first day. 
19 Yeast must not be found in your houses for seven days. If anyone eats something leavened, that person, whether a foreign resident or native of the land, must be cut off from the community of Israel. 
20 Do not eat anything leavened; eat unleavened bread in all your homes.” 
D





21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, select an animal from the flock according to your families, and slaughter the Passover animal. 
p


22 Take a cluster of hyssop, dip it in the blood 
q
 that is in the basin, and brush the lintel and the two doorposts with some of the blood in the basin. None of you may go out the door of his house until morning. 

23
 When the Lord passes through to strike Egypt and sees the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, He will pass over the door and not let the destroyer enter your houses to strike you. 
r






24
 “Keep this command permanently as a statute for you and your descendants. 
25 When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as He promised, you are to observe this ritual. 
26 When your children 
s
 ask you, ‘What does this ritual mean to you? ’ 
27 you are to reply, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice 
t
 to the Lord, for He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and spared our homes.’ ” So the people bowed down and worshiped. 
28 Then the Israelites went and did this; they did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron.

The Exodus




29
 Now at midnight the Lord struck every firstborn male in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and every firstborn of the livestock. 
u


30 During the night Pharaoh got up, he along with all his officials and all the Egyptians, and there was a loud wailing 
v
 throughout Egypt because there wasn’t a house without someone dead. 

31
 He summoned Moses and Aaron during the night and said, “Get up, leave my people, both you and the Israelites, and go, worship Yahweh as you have asked. 
32 Take even your flocks and your herds as you asked and leave, and also bless me.”




33
 Now the Egyptians pressured the people in order to send them quickly out of the country, for they said, “We’re all going to die! ” 
w


34 So the people took their dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their clothes on their shoulders.




35
 The Israelites acted on Moses’ word and asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. 
x


36 And the Lord gave the people such favor in the Egyptians’ sight that they gave them what they requested. In this way they plundered the Egyptians.




37
 The Israelites traveled from Rameses to Succoth, 
y
 about 600,000 
z
 soldiers on foot, besides their families. 

38
 An ethnically diverse crowd also went up with them, along with a huge number of livestock, both flocks and herds. 
39 The people baked the dough they had brought out of Egypt into unleavened loaves, since it had no yeast; for when they had been driven 
a
 out of Egypt they could not delay and had not prepared any provisions for themselves.




40
 The time that the Israelites lived in Egypt 
b
 was 430 years. 
c


41 At the end of 430 years, on that same day, all the Lord’s divisions went out from the land of Egypt. 
42 It was a night of vigil in honor of the Lord, because He would bring them out of the land of Egypt. This same night is in honor of the Lord, a night vigil for all the Israelites throughout their generations. 
d



Passover Instruction




43
 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the statute of the Passover: no foreigner may eat it. 
44 But any slave a man has purchased may eat it, after you have circumcised him. 
45 A temporary resident or hired hand may not eat the Passover. 
e


46 It is to be eaten in one house. You may not take any of the meat outside the house, and you may not break any of its bones. 
f


47 The whole community of Israel must celebrate 
E
 it. 
48 If a foreigner resides with you and wants to celebrate the Lord’s Passover, every male in his household must be circumcised, and then he may participate; 
F
 he will become like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person may eat it. 
49 The same law will apply to both the native and the foreigner 
g
 who resides among you.”



50 Then all the Israelites did this; they did just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron. 
51 On that same day the Lord brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt according to their divisions. 
h






7
 when I heal Israel, 
a


the sins of Ephraim 
b
 and the crimes of Samaria 
c


will be exposed.
For they practice fraud; 
d


a thief breaks in;
a raiding party pillages outside. 
e




2 But they never consider that I remember all their evil. 
f


Now their sins are all around them; 
g


they are right in front of My face.


Israel’s Corruption





3
 They please the king with their evil, 
h


the princes with their lies. 
i




4 All of them commit adultery; 
j


they are like an oven heated by a baker
who stops stirring the fire
from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened.


5 On the day of our king,
the princes are sick with the heat of wine 
k
 —
there is a conspiracy with traitors. 
A




6 For they — their hearts like an oven —
draw him into their oven.
Their anger smolders all night;
in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.


7 All of them are as hot as an oven, 
l


and they consume their rulers. 
m


All their kings fall;
not one of them calls on Me. 
B








8
 Ephraim has allowed himself to get mixed up with the nations.
Ephraim is unturned bread baked on a griddle.


9 Foreigners consume his strength, 
n


but he does not notice. 
o


Even his hair is streaked with gray,
but he does not notice.


10 Israel’s arrogance testifies against them, 
C, 
p


yet they do not return to •Yahweh
 their God, 
q


and for all this, they do not seek Him.






11
 So Ephraim has become like a silly, senseless dove; 
r


they call to Egypt, 
s
 and they go to Assyria. 
t




12 As they are going, I will spread My net over them; 
u


I will bring them down like birds of the sky.
I will discipline them in accordance
with the news that reaches 
D
 their assembly.


The Lord’s Second Lament





13
 Woe to them, 
v
 for they fled from Me; 
w


destruction to them, for they rebelled against Me!
Though I want to redeem them, 
x


they speak lies against Me.



14
 They do not cry to Me from their hearts;
rather, they wail on their beds.
They slash themselves 
y, 
z
 for grain and new wine; 
a


they turn away from Me.



15
 I trained and strengthened their arms, 
b


but they plot evil against Me. 
c





16
 They turn, but not to what is above; 
d


they are like a faulty bow. 
e


Their leaders will fall by the sword
because of the cursing of their tongue. 
f


They will be ridiculed for this in the land of Egypt. 
g





The Tower of Babylon



sn.1.11.1
 Let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”




sn.1.11.5
 for there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth, and from there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

From Shem to Abram




sn.1.11.10


25 After he fathered Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and fathered other sons and daughters. 
26 Terah lived 70 years and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.




sn.1.11.27
 she did not have a child.



31 Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans 
fn176
 to go to the land of Canaan. But when they came to Haran, they settled there. 
32 Terah lived 205 years and died in Haran.


Balak Hires Balaam



22

The Israelites traveled on and camped in the plains of Moab near the Jordan across from Jericho. 

2
 Now Balak 
a
 son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 
3 Moab was terrified of the people because they were numerous, and Moab dreaded the Israelites. 
4 So the Moabites said to the elders of Midian, “This horde will devour everything around us like an ox eats up the green plants in the field.”

Since Balak son of Zippor was Moab’s king at that time, 

5
 he sent messengers to Balaam 
b
 son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the Euphrates in the land of his people. 
c, 
A
 Balak said to him: “Look, a people has come out of Egypt; they cover the surface of the land and are living right across from me. 

6
 Please come and put a curse on these people for me because they are more powerful than I am. I may be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that those you bless are blessed and those you curse are cursed.”




7
 The elders of Moab and Midian departed with fees for •divination
 in hand. 
d
 They came to Balaam and reported Balak’s words to him. 
8 He said to them, “Spend the night here, and I will give you the answer the Lord tells me.” So the officials of Moab stayed with Balaam.




9
 Then God came to Balaam and asked, “Who are these men with you? ”



10 Balaam replied to God, “Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab, sent this message to me: 
11 ‘Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they cover the surface of the land. Now come and put a curse on them for me. I may be able to fight against them and drive them away.’ ”




12
 Then God said to Balaam, “You are not to go with them. You are not to curse this people, for they are blessed.”



13 So Balaam got up the next morning and said to Balak’s officials, “Go back to your land, because the Lord has refused to let me go with you.”



14 The officials of Moab arose, returned to Balak, and reported, “Balaam refused to come with us.”




15
 Balak sent officials again who were more numerous and higher in rank than the others. 
16 They came to Balaam and said to him, “This is what Balak son of Zippor says: ‘Let nothing keep you from coming to me, 
17 for I will greatly honor you and do whatever you ask me. So please come and put a curse on these people for me! ’ ”



18 But Balaam responded to the servants of Balak, “If Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go against the command of the Lord my God to do anything small or great. 
19 Please stay here overnight as the others did, so that I may find out what else the Lord has to tell me.”



20 God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “Since these men have come to summon you, get up and go with them, but you must only do what I tell you.” 
21 When he got up in the morning, Balaam saddled his donkey and went with the officials of Moab.

Balaam’s Donkey and the Angel




22
 But God was incensed that Balaam was going, and the Angel of the Lord took His stand on the path to oppose him. Balaam was riding his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 

23
 When the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord standing on the path with a drawn sword in His hand, she turned off the path and went into the field. So Balaam hit her to return her to the path. 
24 Then the Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow passage between the vineyards, with a stone wall on either side. 
25 The donkey saw the Angel of the Lord and pressed herself against the wall, squeezing Balaam’s foot against it. So he hit her once again. 
26 The Angel of the Lord went ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no room to turn to the right or the left. 
27 When the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord, she crouched down under Balaam. So he became furious and beat the donkey with his stick.




28
 Then the Lord opened the donkey’s mouth, and she asked Balaam, “What have I done to you that you have beaten me these three times? ” 
e





29 Balaam answered the donkey, “You made me look like a fool. If I had a sword in my hand, I’d kill you now! ”



30 But the donkey said, “Am I not the donkey you’ve ridden all your life until today? Have I ever treated you this way before? ”

“No,” he replied.



31 Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the path with a drawn sword in His hand. Balaam knelt and bowed with his face to the ground. 
32 The Angel of the Lord asked him, “Why have you beaten your donkey these three times? Look, I came out to oppose you, because what you are doing is evil in My sight. 
33 The donkey saw Me and turned away from Me these three times. If she had not turned away from Me, I would have killed you by now and let her live.”



34 Balaam said to the Angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know that You were standing in the path to confront me. And now, if it is evil in Your sight, I will go back.”



35 Then the Angel of the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but you are to say only what I tell you.” So Balaam went with Balak’s officials.




36
 When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at the Moabite city 
B
 on the Arnon border at the edge of his territory. 
37 Balak asked Balaam, “Did I not send you an urgent summons? Why didn’t you come to me? Am I really not able to reward you? ”



38 Balaam said to him, “Look, I have come to you, but can I say anything I want? I must speak only the message God puts in my mouth.” 

39
 So Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 
f


40 Balak sacrificed cattle and sheep, and sent for Balaam and the officials who were with him.




41
 In the morning, Balak took Balaam and brought him to Bamoth-baal. 
g
 From there he saw the outskirts of the people’s camp.


West Manasseh’s Inheritance



17

This was the allotment for the tribe of Manasseh 
a
 as Joseph’s firstborn. Gilead and Bashan came to Machir, the firstborn of Manasseh and the father of Gilead, who was a man of war. 
b



2
 So the allotment was for the rest of Manasseh’s descendants by their clans, for the sons of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These are the male descendants of Manasseh son of Joseph, by their clans.




3
 Now Zelophehad son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, had no sons, only daughters. These are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 
c



4
 They came before Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders, saying, “The Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our male relatives.” 
A
 So they gave them an inheritance among their father’s brothers, in keeping with the Lord’s instruction. 
d


5 As a result, 10 tracts fell to Manasseh, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which are beyond the Jordan, 
e


6 because Manasseh’s daughters received an inheritance among his sons. The land of Gilead belonged to the rest of Manasseh’s sons.





7
 The border of Manasseh went from Asher to Michmethath near Shechem. It then went southward toward the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 
8 The region of Tappuah belonged to Manasseh, but Tappuah itself on Manasseh’s border 
f
 belonged to the descendants of Ephraim. 
9 From there the border descended to the Brook of Kanah; south of the brook, cities belonged to Ephraim among Manasseh’s cities. Manasseh’s border was on the north side of the brook and ended at the Mediterranean Sea. 
10 Ephraim’s territory was to the south and Manasseh’s to the north, with the Sea as its border. They 
g
 reached Asher on the north and Issachar on the east. 
11 Within Issachar and Asher, Manasseh had Beth-shean with its towns, Ibleam with its towns, and the inhabitants of Dor with its towns; 
h
 the inhabitants of En-dor with its towns, the inhabitants of Taanach with its towns, and the inhabitants of Megiddo with its towns — the three cities of 
i
 Naphath. 
j






12 The descendants of Manasseh could not possess these cities, because the Canaanites were determined to stay in this land. 
13 However, when the Israelites grew stronger, they imposed forced labor on the Canaanites but did not drive them out completely. 
k



Joseph’s Additional Inheritance




14
 Joseph’s descendants said to Joshua, “Why did you give us only one tribal allotment 
B
 as an inheritance? We have many people, because the Lord has been blessing us greatly.”



15 “If you have so many people,” Joshua replied to them, “go to the forest and clear an area for yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, because Ephraim’s hill country is too small for you.”



16 But the descendants of Joseph said, “The hill country is not enough for us, and all the Canaanites who inhabit the valley area have iron chariots, both at Beth-shean with its towns and in the Jezreel Valley.”



17 So Joshua replied to Joseph’s family (that is, Ephraim and Manasseh), “You have many people and great strength. You will not have just one allotment, 
18 because the hill country will be yours also. It is a forest; clear it and its outlying areas will be yours. You can also drive out the Canaanites, even though they have iron chariots and are strong.”
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Samson’s Riddle



14

Samson went down to Timnah 
a
 and saw a young Philistine woman there. 
2 He went back and told his father and his mother: “I have seen a young Philistine woman in Timnah. Now get her for me as a wife.”




3
 But his father and mother said to him, “Can’t you find 
A
 a young woman among your relatives or among any of our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines for a wife? ”

But Samson told his father, “Get her for me, because I want her.” 
B


4 Now his father and mother did not know this was from the Lord, 
b
 who was seeking an occasion against the Philistines. At that time, the Philistines were ruling over Israel.




5
 Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother and came to the vineyards of Timnah. Suddenly a young lion came roaring at him, 
6 the Spirit of the Lord took control of 
C, 
c
 him, and he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he did not tell his father or mother what he had done. 
7 Then he went and spoke to the woman, because Samson wanted her. 
D






8
 After some time, when he returned to get her, he left the road to see the lion’s carcass, and there was a swarm of bees with honey in the carcass. 
9 He scooped some honey into his hands and ate it as he went along. When he returned to his father and mother, he gave some to them and they ate it. But he did not tell them that he had scooped the honey from the lion’s carcass. 
d






10
 His father went to visit the woman, and Samson prepared a feast there, as young men were accustomed to do. 
11 When the Philistines saw him, they brought 30 men to accompany him.



12 “Let me tell you a riddle,” 
e
 Samson said to them. “If you can explain it to me during the seven days of the feast and figure it out, I will give you 30 linen garments and 30 changes of clothes. 
13 But if you can’t explain it to me, you must give me 30 linen garments and 30 changes of clothes.”

“Tell us your riddle,” they replied. 
E
 “Let’s hear it.”




14
 So he said to them:


Out of the eater came something to eat,
and out of the strong came something sweet.


After three days, they were unable to explain the riddle. 
15 On the fourth 
f
 day they said to Samson’s wife, “Persuade your husband to explain the riddle to us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to death. Did you invite us here to rob us? ”




16
 So Samson’s wife came to him, weeping, and said, “You hate me and don’t love me! 
g
 You told my people the riddle, but haven’t explained it to me.”

“Look,” he said, 
F
 “I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother, so why should I explain it to you? ”



17 She wept the whole seven days of the feast, and at last, on the seventh day, he explained it to her, because she had nagged him so much. Then she explained it to her people. 

18
 On the seventh day, before sunset, the men of the city said to him:


What is sweeter than honey?
What is stronger than a lion?


So he said to them:


If you hadn’t plowed with my young cow,
you wouldn’t know my riddle now!




19 The Spirit of the Lord took control of him, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed 30 of their men. He stripped them and gave their clothes to those who had explained the riddle. In a rage, Samson returned to his father’s house, 
20 and his wife was given to one of the men who had accompanied him.
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Chapter 1


Lament over Jerusalem (Lamentations 1)


Chapter 2
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Hope through God's Mercy (Lamentations 3)
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Terrors of the Besieged City (Lamentations 4)
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Prayer for Restoration (Lamentations 5) 



The Grain Offering



2

“When anyone presents a •grain
 offering 
a
 as a gift to the Lord, his gift must consist of fine flour. 
b, 
c
 He is to pour olive oil 
d
 on it, put frankincense on it, 
e, 
f


2 and bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests. The priest will take a handful of fine flour and oil from it, along with all its frankincense, and will burn this memorial portion 
g
 of it on the altar, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 

3
 But the rest of the grain offering will belong to Aaron and his sons; it is the holiest part 
h
 of the fire offerings to the Lord.



4 “When you present a grain offering baked in an oven, it must be made of fine flour, either unleavened cakes 
i
 mixed with oil or unleavened wafers 
j
 coated with oil. 
5 If your gift is a grain offering prepared on a griddle, 
k
 it must be unleavened bread 
l
 made of fine flour mixed with oil. 
6 Break it into pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 
7 If your gift is a grain offering prepared in a pan, 
m
 it must be made of fine flour with oil. 
8 When you bring 
n
 to the Lord the grain offering made in any of these ways, it is to be presented to the priest, and he will take it to the altar. 
9 The priest will remove the memorial portion 
A
 from the grain offering and burn it on the altar, a fire offering of a pleasing aroma to the Lord. 
10 But the rest of the grain offering will belong to Aaron and his sons; 
o
 it is the holiest part of the fire offerings to the Lord.




11
 “No grain offering that you present to the Lord is to be made with yeast, for you are not to burn 
p
 any yeast 
q
 or honey 
r
 as a fire offering to the Lord. 
12 You may present them to the Lord as an offering of •firstfruits
, 
s
 but they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma. 

13
 You are to season each of your grain offerings with salt; you must not omit from your grain offering the salt of the covenant 
t
 with your God. You are to present salt 
u
 with each of your offerings.



14 “If you present a grain offering of firstfruits to the Lord, you must present fresh heads of grain, crushed kernels, roasted on the fire, for your grain offering of firstfruits. 
15 You are to put oil and frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 
16 The priest will then burn some of its crushed kernels and oil with all its frankincense as a fire offering to the Lord.


Defeat at Ai



7

The Israelites, however, were unfaithful 
a
 regarding the things •set
 apart for destruction. Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of what was set apart, and the Lord’s anger burned against the Israelites.




2
 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, 
b
 east of Bethel, and told them, “Go up and scout the land.” So the men went up and scouted Ai.




3
 After returning to Joshua they reported to him, “Don’t send all the people, but send about 2,000 or 3,000 
A
 men to attack Ai. Since the people of Ai are so few, don’t wear out all our people there.” 
4 So about 3,000 men 
B
 went up there, but they fled from the men of Ai. 
c



5
 The men of Ai struck down about 36 of them and chased them from outside the gate to the quarries, 
C
 striking them down on the descent. As a result, the people’s hearts melted and became like water. 
d






6
 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell before the ark of the Lord with his face to the ground until evening, as did the elders of Israel; they all put dust on their heads. 

7
 “Oh, Lord God,” Joshua said, “why did You ever bring these people across the Jordan to hand us over to the Amorites for our destruction? If only we had been content to remain on the other side of the Jordan! 
8 What can I say, Lord, now that Israel has turned its back and run from its enemies? 

9
 When the Canaanites and all who live in the land hear about this, they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. Then what will You do about Your great name? ”



10 The Lord then said to Joshua, “Stand up! Why are you on the ground? 
D



11
 Israel has sinned. They have violated My covenant that I appointed for them. They have taken some of what was set apart. They have stolen, deceived, and put the things with their own belongings. 
e



12
 This is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies. They will turn their backs and run from their enemies, because they have been set apart for destruction. 
f
 I will no longer be with you unless you remove from you what is set apart.




13
 “Go and consecrate the people. Tell them to consecrate themselves for tomorrow, 
g
 for this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: There are things that are set apart among you, Israel. You will not be able to stand against your enemies until you remove what is set apart. 

14
 In the morning you must present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe the Lord selects is to come forward clan by clan. The clan the Lord selects is to come forward family by family. The family the Lord selects is to come forward man by man. 

15
 The one who is caught with the things set apart must be burned, 
E
 along with everything he has, because he has violated the Lord’s covenant and committed an outrage in Israel.” 
h



Achan Judged




16
 Joshua got up early the next morning. He had Israel come forward tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was selected. 
17 He had the clans of Judah come forward, and the Zerahite clan was selected. He had the Zerahite clan come forward by heads of families, 
F
 and Zabdi was selected. 
18 He then had Zabdi’s family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was selected.



19 So Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
i
 and make a confession to Him. 
G
 I urge you, tell me what you have done. Don’t hide anything from me.”



20 Achan replied to Joshua, “It is true. I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I did: 

21
 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful cloak from Babylon, 
H
 200 silver •shekels
, 
j
 and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, 
k
 I coveted them and took them. 
l
 You can see for yourself. They are concealed in the ground inside my tent, with the money under the cloak.” 

22
 So Joshua sent messengers who ran to the tent, and there was the cloak, concealed in his tent, with the money underneath. 
23 They took the things from inside the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites, and spread them out in the Lord’s presence.




24
 Then Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the cloak, and the bar of gold, his sons and daughters, his ox, donkey, and sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 
m



25
 Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? 
n
 Today the Lord will trouble you! ” So all Israel stoned them 
I
 to death. They burned their bodies, 
J
 threw stones on them, 

26
 and raised over him a large pile of rocks that remains to this day. 
o
 Then the Lord turned from His burning anger. Therefore that place is called the Valley of Achor 
K
 to this day.
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Nehemiah Sent to Jerusalem



2

During the month of Nisan 
a
 in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 
b
 when wine was set before him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had never been sad in his presence, 
2 so the king said to me, “Why are you 
A
 sad, when you aren’t sick? This is nothing but depression.” 
B, 
c



I was overwhelmed with fear 
3 and replied to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should I 
C
 not be sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins and its gates have been destroyed by fire? ” 
d





4 Then the king asked me, “What is your request? ”

So I prayed to the God of heaven 
e



5
 and answered the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah and to the city where my ancestors are buried, 
D, 
f
 so that I may rebuild it.” 
g






6
 The king, with the queen seated beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, and when will you return? ” So I gave him a definite time, 
h
 and it pleased the king to send me.




7
 I also said to the king: “If it pleases the king, let me have letters written to the governors of the region west of the Euphrates River, 
i
 so that they will grant me safe passage until I reach Judah. 
j


8 And let me have a letter written to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so that he will give me timber to rebuild the gates of the temple’s fortress, 
k
 the city wall, and the home where I will live.” 
E, 
l
 The king granted my requests, for I was graciously strengthened by my God. 
F, 
m






9
 I went to the governors of the region west of the Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. 
n
 The king had also sent officers of the infantry and cavalry with me. 

10
 When Sanballat the Horonite 
o
 and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard that someone had come to seek the well-being of the Israelites, they were greatly displeased. 
p



Preparing to Rebuild the Walls



11 After I arrived in Jerusalem and had been there three days, 
q



12
 I got up at night and took a few men with me. I didn’t tell anyone what my God had laid on my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I took 
G
 was the one I was riding. 

13
 I went out at night through the Valley Gate toward the Serpent’s 
H
 Well and the Dung Gate, 
r
 and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had been broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 
s



14
 I went on to the Fountain Gate 
t
 and the King’s Pool, 
u
 but farther down it became too narrow for my animal to go through. 
15 So I went up at night by way of the valley and inspected the wall. Then heading back, I entered through the Valley Gate 
v
 and returned. 

16
 The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, for I had not yet told the Jews, priests, nobles, officials, or the rest of those who would be doing the work. 

17
 So I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates have been burned down. 
w
 Come, let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall, 
x
 so that we will no longer be a disgrace.” 
18 I told them how the gracious hand of my God had been on me, 
y
 and what the king had said to me.

They said, “Let’s start rebuilding,” and they were encouraged 
I
 to do this good work.




19
 When Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, 
z
 and Geshem the Arab 
a
 heard about this, they mocked and despised us, and said, “What is this you’re doing? Are you rebelling against the king? ”




20
 I gave them this reply, “The God of heaven is the One who will grant us success. We, His servants, will start building, but you have no share, right, or historic claim in Jerusalem.” 
b
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Introduction
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Ezekiel settled with a group of Jewish exiles near the city of Nippur by the Chebar River. Shown here are ruins of a temple in Nafur, Iraq (ancient Nippur), a city that was most important for its religion. Various gods controlled every aspect of life. The chief deity was En-lil, also occasionally called Bel (“the lord”). He was thought of as god of the terrestrial world and the father of other gods. In this setting Yahweh, the sovereign God, appeared to Ezekiel and called him to prophesy both judgment and hope.

The book of Ezekiel contains the divinely inspired prophecies of the prophet with the same name. These prophecies consist of oracles in the first person, giving the reader a sense of access to Ezekiel’s private memoirs. Written primarily to the exiles in Babylon, the prophecies equally emphasize judgment of sins and the promise of hope and restoration.

Background

Author: There is sufficient reason for maintaining that the prophet Ezekiel composed the book of Ezekiel in Babylon. The work demonstrates such homogeneity and literary coherence that it is reasonable to conclude that all editorial work was carried out by a single person, the prophet himself.

The inclusion of historical dates at the beginning of many of the oracles and prophecies in Ezekiel is another important unifying factor. The book is one of the most chronologically ordered books of the Bible. Thirteen times a passage is introduced by an indication of time. The common point of orientation for the dates given in Ezekiel is the exile of King Jehoiachin of Judah in 598/597 b.c.


The occurrence of visions throughout the book (chaps. 1; 8-11; 40-48) is another strong argument in favor of its overall unity. Finally, stylistic features throughout the book strengthen the unity argument.

Background: Ezekiel, son of Buzi, was among the approximately 10,000 citizens of Judah deported to Babylon when King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Jerusalem in 598/597 b.c. (2Kg 24:10-17). His prophetic call came to him five years later (the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile), in 593. He received his call at the age of 30 (1:1), the year he should have begun his duties as a priest (Nm 4:3). The last dated oracle in the book occurs in the twenty-seventh year of King Jehoiachin (29:17), thus indicating that Ezekiel’s ministry lasted 22 or 23 years. The prophet lived during the greatest crisis in Israel’s history—the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple, plus the exile of Judah’s leading citizens to Babylon.

Message and Purpose

The message of the book revolves around the pivotal event in the history of Israel—the fall of Jerusalem in 586 b.c. Prior to the announcement of Jerusalem’s fall, Ezekiel’s message was characterized by judgment. In his scathing review of Israelite history, Ezekiel exposed the nation’s moral depravity and absence of spiritual concern (2:1-8; 8:7-18; 13:1-23; 17:1-21; 20:1-32). After the destruction of Jerusalem was complete and the nation was in exile, his message changed. He turned to a proclamation of hope, which is what the people now needed most. God would provide a new heart and a new spirit to enable the people to be faithful and avoid a future judgment (11:17-20; 36:26-28). The Lord would establish a new temple (chaps. 40-48) and a new way of worship for the people once they were restored.

The arrangement of the book (the announcement of judgment in the beginning and the declaration of restoration at the end) suggests that Ezekiel’s message was ultimately one of hope and encouragement.

Six major theological statements are affirmed on behalf of Israel in the book: (1) The Lord will regather His scattered people (11:16-17; 16:1-63; 20:41; 34:11-13; 36:24; 37:21). (2) The Lord will bring the nation back to their land and will cleanse them from defilement (11:17-18; 20:42; 34:13-15; 36:24; 37:21). (3) The Lord will give His people a new heart and a new spirit so they might walk in His ways (11:19-20; 16:62; 34:30-31; 36:25-28; 37:23-24. (4) The Lord will restore the Davidic dynasty (34:23-24; 37:22-25). (5) The Lord will bless Israel with unprecedented prosperity and security in their land (34:25-29; 36:29-30; 37:26). (6) The Lord will establish His permanent residence in the midst of Israel (37:26-28; 40:1-48:35). All the covenants made with Israel will be fulfilled when she is restored to the promised land and the messianic kingdom is established.

Contribution to the Bible

There are not many quotations of the book of Ezekiel in the NT, but there are some notable correlations. For instance, the structure of the book of Revelation, which begins with a vision of Christ, corresponds to the appearances of God in Ezekiel’s visions. The end of the book of Revelation also reflects the end of Ezekiel, where the river flows from the presence of God (Ezk 47:1-12; Rv 21:1-22:6). Finally, the depiction of the return of the exiles as resurrected from the dead is analogous to Paul’s concept of regeneration (Eph 2:5).

Structure

The prophet Ezekiel displayed a distinct style throughout his prophetic work. The phrase “son of man” occurs 93 times as a title for Ezekiel, focusing on the prophet’s human nature. The expression “the hand of the Lord was on me,” which is said elsewhere only of Elijah (1Kg 18:46) and Elisha (2Kg 3:15), occurs in the various major sections of Ezekiel (1:3; 3:22; 33:22; 37:1). The so-called recognition formula “that you (or they) may know that I am Yahweh,” a characteristic phrase of the exodus narrative (Ex 6:6-8; 7:5; 10:1-2; 14:4,18), occurs about 60 times in Ezekiel. The introductory oracle phrase “the word of the Lord came to me” occurs 46 times in the book and alerts the reader to the beginning of a separate section. The phrase “I, Yahweh, have spoken” also occurs frequently in Ezekiel (5:13,15,17; 17:21,24; 22:14; 24:14; 26:14; 30:12; 36:36; 37:14).

Another feature for which Ezekiel is well known is his performance of symbolic, dramatic actions. Accounts of this method of communication occur throughout the book. He also used the literary technique of allegory to communicate his prophecies. His allegories include: Jerusalem as a vine (chap. 15) and majestic eagles (17:1-21), the Davidic dynasty as a lioness (19:1-9) and a vineyard (19:10-14), a sword as judgment (21:1-17), and Oholah and Oholibah as corrupt sisters (23:1-35).

A final characteristic of the book is the citation of previously written Scripture in Ezekiel’s prophecies. This is evident in the judgment oracles of chapters 4-5 that depend heavily on the curses listed in Leviticus 26. Ezekiel also references other portions of canonical Scripture, including Numbers 18:1-7,22-23 (in Ezk 44:9-16) and Zephaniah 3:1-4 (in Ezk 22:25-29).


Outline

 I. Israel, a Rebellious House, Will Fall (1:1-24:27)

 A. Ezekiel sent as God’s spokesman (1:1-3:27)

 B. First series of symbolic actions (4:1-7:27)

 C. Vision of Israel’s doom (8:1-11:25)

 D. Second series of symbolic actions (12:1-14:23)

 E. Parables of doom (15:1-19:14)

 F. Rebukes and threats (20:1-22:31)

 G. Two final parables and last symbolic action (23:1-24:24)

 H. News of the fall of the rebellious house (24:25-27)

 II. Pagan Foreign Nations Will Be Destroyed (25:1-32:32)

 A. Amon (25:1-7)

 B. Moab (25:8-11)

 C. Edom (25:12-14)

 D. Philistia (25:15-17)

 E. Tyre (26:1-28:19)

 F. Sidon (28:20-26)

 G. Egypt (29:1-32:32)

 III. Disciplined Israel Will Be Restored (33:1-48:35)

 A. Basis of this message of hope (33:1-20)

 B. News of Jerusalem’s fall arrives (33:21-33)

 C. The promises of restoration (34:1-39:29)

 D. The vision of restoration (40:1-48:35)


Timeline
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Study Notes




1:1
 The Targum, an Aramaic translation of the Hebrew OT, connects this date—in the thirtieth year—with Josiah’s reforms in 621 b.c., but it is not easy to see any connection between the events in Josiah’s reign and the time of this prophecy (2Kg 22:8-13). A rabbinic tradition understands the number as a reference to the Year of Jubilee. The editorial explanation (Ezk 1:2-3) takes “the thirtieth year” as equivalent to the fifth year of Jehoiachin’s exile. Thirty was the age at which priests qualified for induction into their office (Nm 4:30). Just as Ezekiel was 30 and saw heaven open at the banks of a river, Jesus was 30 when He saw heaven open at His baptism in the Jordan River (Mt 3:16; Lk 3:21-23).

Ezekiel was among the 8,000 soldiers and nobility who had been sent into exile along with the king (2Kg 24:14-16) in 597 b.c. The Chebar, a river in Babylonia where the Jewish exiles settled, was the site of Ezekiel’s visions (vv. 1,3; 3:15,23; 10:15,20,22; 43:3). The Hebrew nehar kevar corresponds to Akkadian nar kabari/u “the Kabaru Canal,” a body of water mentioned twice in Akkadian documents from the Babylonian city of Nippur in the fifth century b.c. In the land of exile, God tore the heavens open and invited Ezekiel to see His glory, which was the grounding of both Israel’s judgment and hope. The only other reference in the OT to the opening of the heavens occurs in Gn 7:11, although Is 64:1 speaks of the Lord rending the heavens. In the NT, the heavens were opened at Christ’s baptism (Mt 3:16). Stephen saw the heavens open and was given supernatural perception of heavenly realities (Ac 7:56). Similar cases of the heavens opening are found in Rv 4:1; 19:11.

There are important similarities between the visions given to Isaiah and Ezekiel. Both prophets saw heavenly winged creatures serving God. Both underwent symbolic preparation for the prophetic ministry—Isaiah’s lips were cleansed by fire; Ezekiel ate the scroll. Both men were commissioned to go to a people who would not respond to the prophetic message.

While Ezekiel was physically present with the exiles throughout his vision, he was so overwhelmed that he was oblivious to his surroundings. The initiative for Ezekiel’s vision and prophecies lay solely with God, as was so with all true prophets.



1:2
 The date given in verse 1 is anchored in verse 2 by the time of King Jehoiachin’s exile. In fact all the dates in Ezekiel are figured in relation to this. Jehoiachin reigned only three months and ten days (2Kg 24:8; 2Ch 36:9). His removal and deportation provided the reference point for Ezekiel’s prophecies. A king’s accession to the throne was the normal time-marker by which prophecies were dated (2Kg 25:27; Jr 52:31). According to the Babylonian Chronicle, the date of Jehoiachin’s captivity was April 22, 597 b.c.





1:3
 The name Ezekiel means “may El strengthen or toughen.” The other person in the OT known as Ezekiel was also a priest from the Levitical line (1Ch 24:16). Since foreign lands were considered unclean (Ezk 4:13; Am 7:17), it is not surprising that Israelite exiles would seek communion with God close to running water (Lv 14:5,50; 15:13; Nm 19:17; see Ac 16:13). In Ezekiel the name Chaldeans is interchanged with “Babylonians” (12:13; 23:15,23). God’s hand is a manifestation of His power (Ex 9:3; Dt 2:15; 1Sm 5:9; Is 41:20). The power of the Spirit of God on the prophets enabled them to communicate divine truth.




1:4
 The Babylonian army is described as an atmospheric storm. Storms and clouds were often associated with appearances of God (Jb 38:1; Ps 18:7-15; 29:3-9; 104:3; Is 29:6). The phrase fire flashing back and forth occurs elsewhere only in Ex 9:24 in the account of the plague of hail. The pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud led the Hebrews in the wilderness (Ex 13:17-22). God’s appearance on Mount Sinai was characterized by lightning, smoke, and fire (Ex 19:16-18). God is characterized elsewhere as a consuming fire (Dt 4:24; Heb 12:28-29).




1:5
 The prominence of the number four in Ezekiel’s vision (four living creatures) is related to the ancient custom of envisioning earth in four parts (cp. “four corners of the earth” in Is 11:12) or four directions (“north and south, east and west” in Gn 13:14). Ezekiel’s use of “four” symbolizes the divine capacity to control the entire world. From Ezekiel 10 we know that the four creatures were cherubim (10:5,20). Cherubim were embroidered on the curtain of the tabernacle (Ex 26:31). They were placed on top of the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies, where the tablets of covenant were kept (Ex 25:18-22). They were enforcers of divine judgment. When Adam and Eve were thrown out of the garden of Eden, cherubim were appointed to prohibit their entry back into the garden (Gn 3:24). Elsewhere God is said to be He who “dwells between the cherubim” (1Sm 4:4; 2Sm 6:2; Ps 99:1).




1:6
 In the description of the living creatures, the gender of the creatures vacillates. Out of 45 descriptions, only 12 take the grammatically proper feminine plural, while the others are all masculine plural. In many ways the vision defies the capacity of human speech to provide description. Words cannot do justice to the vision of God. While we can know true things about God, He is ultimately beyond our full comprehension.




1:9
 The outspread wings of the cherub in the holy of holies “touched” one another (1Kg 6:27); the verb used here occurs in Ex 26:3 and elsewhere for the interlinking of cloth strips that made up the curtains of the desert tabernacle. Whatever direction the four living creatures wished to take was straight ahead for one of the four. Thus, all directions were “straight ahead.”




1:10
 The lion was considered the fiercest of beasts (Nm 23:24; 24:9; Jdg 14:18; 2Sm 1:23; 17:10), while the eagle was the most magnificent of birds (Dt 28:49; 2Sm 1:23; Jb 39:27; Jr 48:40; Lm 4:19). The ox was the most valued of domestic animals (Jb 21:10; Pr 14:4; cp. Ex 21:36). Humans were given dominion over all the creatures God made (Gn 1:28; Ps 8:6-7).
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1:11
 Each creature had one pair of wings raised upward, touching the wing tips of the adjacent creature. This feature is identical to the cherubim over the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies. The cherub in the holy of holies also functioned as a symbolic footstool for the invisible throne of God (Ex 25:18-22; 1Sm 4:4; 2Sm 6:2; 2Kg 19:15; Ps 80:1; 99:1).




1:13
 The fiery character of the living creatures (burning coals of fire) is reminiscent of the seraphim of Is 6 who were also fiery winged creatures. Fire will figure in the punishment of Jerusalem in Ezk 10:2 (Ps 50:3; 97:3).




1:14
 In Nah 2:4, the chariots appear “like torches; they dart back and forth like lightning.” Matthew 24:27 depicts lightning going from one part of the world to the other.




1:16
 The Septuagint took beryl to refer to a bright yellow precious stone, probably topaz.




1:18
 The rims were the circumferences of the wheels. The eyes in the rims symbolized divine omniscience and watchfulness (2Ch 16:9; Pr 15:3; Zch 3:9; 4:10; Rv 4:6).




1:26
 Made of lapis lazuli, the sapphire stone was one of the most prized stones in the ancient world.




1:27
 Fire is often associated with the appearance of God (Ex 3:2-15; 24:17; Rv 4:1-4). The vision of the throne is similar to what Moses and the 70 elders observed on Mount Sinai (Ex 24:9-11). Numerous features of Ezekiel’s vision are repeated in John’s portrayal of the heavenly throne (Rv 4:2-8).




1:28
 The rainbow in Ezekiel’s vision recalls the ancient covenant God made with Noah and the human race (Gn 9). The glory of the Lord is a visible manifestation of God (Ex 16:7; 24:16-17; 40:34-35). The glory of the Lord also refers to the “pillar of fire” that accompanied the Israelites in their desert wanderings (Ex 16:10; Nm 14:14). Clouds, like fire, are frequently associated with the appearance of God (Ex 19:16; Jdg 5:4). Ezekiel declared that he fell facedown. This is the posture a person assumed before a king in ancient times. The Bible teaches that man cannot see God and live (Ex 33:18,20). Thus God must reveal Himself in a way that dims His full glory. What Ezekiel saw was not God in His essence, but a representation. Hence words like “likeness” and “appearance” pervade descriptions of God throughout the chapter. God did not manifest His full glory, but revealed as much as could be beheld by a mortal man. Even this partial unveiling of God’s glory was enough to overwhelm Ezekiel. When God visibly manifests Himself, reverence and worship must follow, as biblical testimony from Moses onward makes clear (Ex 3:6; cp. Mt 17:1-9). The sound of God’s voice was like the voice John heard in his vision (Rv 1:15).




2:1
 The expression son of man occurs about 90 times in the book of Ezekiel. It should be distinguished from the same phrase in Dn 7:13, where it reflects a messianic title that was used in intertestamental Judaism and in the Gospels. Unlike the usage in Dn 7:13, Ezekiel’s usage of the phrase can mean simply a “member of humanity.” On stand up on your feet, see Dn 10:11; Ac 26:16.




2:2
 The same Spirit of God that activated the chariot wheels (1:12,19; 10:16-17) and the living beings now entered Ezekiel. The Spirit would supply the strength to accomplish Ezekiel’s prophetic ministry. It is not in our power to obey what God commands us. He must supply the power. In OT times, the Holy Spirit did not indwell all believers but came upon selected persons temporarily for a specific service (3:24; Ex 31:1-11; 1Sm 10:9-11; Ps 51:11).




2:3
 Normally in the OT the Israelites are referred to as a “people” (Hb ‘am) and Gentiles as “nations” (Hb goyim). Here the designations are reversed. The traditional language of election has been turned on its head, so that the Gentiles have become an ‘am (Hb for a “people”) while Israel has become goyim (pagans). The Scriptures characteristically call foreigners goyim, a sign of disgrace and reproach. The people of God have become no different than the pagan people around them. According to 3:5-7, the problem was not intellectual but spiritual. The phrase who have rebelled against Me is used of subjects who refused to be loyal to their king (17:15; 2Kg 18:7).




2:4
 The term obstinate often occurs in the phrase “stiff of neck, stubborn.” It was used to describe Pharaoh’s disposition (Ex 7:3) and thus emphatically illustrates the resistance of the people to Ezekiel’s message. The Israelites had become the open enemies of God. The obstinate nature of the nation was later illustrated by their rejection of the Messiah (Ac 7:51-52).




2:5
 The phrase a rebellious house occurs frequently in Ezekiel; instead of the “house of Israel,” a common phrase describing God’s people, they have become the “house of rebellion.” The phrase they will know contains a shortened version of what is known as the recognition formula: “They will know that I am the Lord.” The recognition formula occurs 92 times in Ezekiel. It is an intentional link to the frequent occurrence of the phrase in the book of Exodus. The criterion of true prophecy lies in the prophet’s certainty that God had sent him (Is 6:8-10; Jr 1:4-10; Am 7:15). God’s Word is absolutely true, no matter how it is received (Is 55:11; 2Co 2:15-16).




2:6
 The word thorns was a standard figure of speech for hostility (28:24; Mc 7:4).




2:9
 Some scrolls could be very long; one of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls measured approximately 24 feet in length. Normally scrolls were written on only one side, but papyrus scrolls in ancient Egypt and later in the Greco-Roman period could be written on both sides. The scroll and Ezekiel’s consumption of it in the vision are reminiscent of references in the book of Revelation (Rv 5; 6; 10:9-10).




2:10
 The lament or dirge is thought to derive from the mournful dirges that were wailed at funerals. See the lament over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan (2Sm 1:17), as well as the lament over Josiah’s death (2Ch 35:25). Ezekiel will later lament for the princes of Israel (19:2-14). The scroll was saturated with words of judgment. See Zch 5:3 and Rv 5:1 for the same figure.




3:1
 To eat this scroll signifies devouring the words written on it. After Ezekiel consumed the scroll, he would proclaim the words to the people.




3:3
 The words as sweet as honey show that an encounter with the Word of God is a pleasant experience (Ps 19:10; 119:103).




3:5
 The phrase unintelligible speech or difficult language reminds us of Moses’ excuses in Ex 4:10 (cp. Is 33:19).




3:7
 God warned Moses that Pharaoh would not listen to him (Ex 3:19). God told Isaiah that his prophetic ministry would only show the spiritual insensitivity of a corrupted people (Is 6:9-10). The refusal-to-listen theme is also prominent in Jeremiah (Jr 3:25; 7:13; 9:12; 11:8; 16:12; 17:23; 18:10; 19:15; 22:5; 25:3-4,7). Jesus’ comment that a prophet receives honor everywhere but his hometown (Mt 13:57) parallels Ezekiel’s experience. Even when there was little hope of bringing about repentance, God still sent prophets so the people would realize that His word had been among them.




3:15
 In the Akkadian language, the phrase Tel-abib literally means “mound of the flood,” indicating that the location was well known as a ruined site. Mourning for the dead lasted seven days (Gn 50:10; Jb 2:13). The consecration ceremony for admission into the priesthood, which Ezekiel had anticipated for himself before the exile, also lasted seven days (Lv 8:33).




3:16
 The phrase the word of the Lord came to me occurs almost 50 times in Ezekiel. It is also used to report a revelation experience with reference to Samuel (1Sm 15:10), Nathan (2Sm 7:4), Gad (2Sm 24:11), the Bethel prophet (1Kg 13:20), Jehu (1Kg 16:1), Elijah (1Kg 17:2,8; 18:1; 21:17,28), and Isaiah (2Kg 20:4; cp. Is 38:4).




3:17
 In order to give a timely warning of approaching danger, lookouts or watchmen were posted on high places such as roofs of gatehouses (2Sm 18:24) or towers (2Kg 9:17). God gave His commandments for the people’s good (Dt 5:28-33; 6:25; 10:12-13). If they were obedient to the stipulations, they would experience God’s blessing (Lv 26:1-13; Dt 16:20; 28:1-14; Mal 3:10-12). If the people disobeyed these ordinances, the Lord promised that He would bring curses upon them. These statutes were designed to lead them to repentance (Lv 26:14-39; Dt 28:15-68).




3:18
 Ezekiel’s failure to deliver God’s message would render him guilty of murder (I will hold you responsible for his blood) and thus subject to capital punishment (Gn 9:5-6). Thus whether Ezekiel lived or died depended on his “righteousness”—his faithfulness to the holy commission he had received. Ezekiel’s commission as son of man/Adam can be compared to the first Adam and to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gn 2:17). If Ezekiel was obedient he would live and would bring the possibility of life to those who heard him, but if he failed, he and his hearers would “surely die” (Ezk 3:18; Gn 2:17; 2Sm 4:11-12; Ac 18:6).




3:20
 To lay a stumbling block before a person was to expose him to danger (Jr 6:21).




3:21
 On warn the righteous person, see a similar warning in 1Co 10:12. Those who responded faithfully to the watchman’s proclamation would live. This signified not just physical life but the fullness of fellowship with the Lord that flows from obedience.




3:24
 Being shut in the house illustrates the siege of Jerusalem. This does not mean that Ezekiel was literally never to leave his house (cp. 5:2; 12:3); instead he was to refrain from open fellowship with others. Leaders often came to him at his house to receive God’s word (8:1; 14:1; 20:1). General confinement to his home is reflected in all the locations of prophesying mentioned in the book (8:1; 14:1; 20:1; 33:30).




3:26
 The expression tongue stick to the roof of your mouth is an idiomatic way of saying that a person cannot talk (Jb 29:10; Ps 137:6). Ezekiel’s speechlessness lasted seven years (Ezk 33:21-22). He remained silent, except when God instructed him to deliver a message. There may be a correlation between the seven days that Ezekiel sat among his fellow exiles (3:15), and his seven-year speechlessness: one year of divinely imposed speechlessness for each day of hardened resistance.




3:27
 Ezekiel remained unable to speak in the intervals between God’s addresses. These lapses into muteness finally stopped when it was announced that Jerusalem had fallen (1Co 9:16; Col 1:24-29).




4:1
 Sketching a city plan on a clay brick was not an uncommon practice in the ancient world. Ezekiel was instructed to sketch the siege of Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar’s construction of the siege wall around Jerusalem is described in 2Kg 25:1 and Jr 52:4.




4:2
 The purpose of a siege was to wear enemies down by halting their flow of food and supplies. Battering rams were pushed up siege ramps to attack the city walls.




4:3
 The hiding of God’s face indicated that He could no longer look favorably upon the people. The people would experience the covenant curses for their disobedience (Lv 26:17; Dt 31:17-18; 32:20). War (it is under siege), along with its repercussions, is included in the list of covenantal curses (Dt 28:52-57).




4:5-6
 One popular view accounting for the periods of 390 days or years and 40 days or years is to calculate the 390 years backwards from 586 b.c., placing the starting point for the period of Israel’s iniquity in 976 b.c., the year when the construction of the temple began. This would indicate that the nation was characterized by rebellion during the entire time the temple was standing. However, the best conclusion is that the 430-year period was chosen to represent the period of Israel’s stay in Egypt. By depicting the total period of sin and judgment in terms of a renewed Egyptian bondage, the prophet invited the hope that the end of the appointed time of punishment would result in a new exodus and a new entry into the promised land. An ancient Jewish tradition noted that the number 390 derived from the Hebrew numerical value of 
ymy msr
, the consonants of the phrase “the days of the siege” (v. 8; 5:2).




4:8
 The siege that Ezekiel was predicting lasted two years (2Kg 25:1-8).




4:9
 The food products mentioned in this verse, all native to Mesopotamia, constitute a siege diet. According to an experiment recorded in Jewish tradition, no one would touch Ezekiel’s bread, not even a dog.




4:12
 Because Ezekiel was aware of the laws regarding the removal of human excrement, he reacted with disgust (Dt 23:11-13). Land outside of Israel was considered unclean (Jos 22:19; Am 7:17).




4:14
 Eating flesh that had been mauled by wild beasts disqualified a priest from priestly service (44:31; Lv 22:8). Impure meat was sacrificial meat that had not been eaten by the third day after the animal was slaughtered (Lv 7:18; 19:7).




4:16
 The expression supply of bread indicates the destruction of the whole food supply (Lv 26:26; Is 3:1).




4:17
 To be defeated or devastated in war was to experience a covenant curse (Lv 26:17,37; Dt 28:25,49,52; 32:23-24,30,42).




5:1
 Shaving one’s head was often associated with mourning rites (7:18; 27:31; Jb 1:20; Is 7:20; 15:2,2-3; Jr 7:29; 48:37). Mourning for the dead in this way was prohibited for the Israelites (Dt 14:1). Weighing on scales was a symbol of evaluation for impending judgment (Pr 21:2; Dn 5:27).




5:3
 From the last third of hair that was consigned to dispersion, Ezekiel was to take and bind some in the folds of his robe. This portrayed survival of only a remnant of exiles. From the ancient perspective, exile was a fate from which people never returned. Hair scattered to the wind would be impossible to retrieve. By tucking the remnants of hair into his garment, Ezekiel indicated that the future of the people of God lay with the Babylonian exiles (Lv 26:36-39; Hg 2:12). There would never be a complete end of Israel brought about by God’s judgment.




5:5
 According to Ps 132:13-14, the Lord’s oath to the Davidic house was specifically linked to His choice of Zion or Jerusalem as His special dwelling place (Dt 12:5; 1Kg 8:41-43; Ps 48:1-14).




5:6
 According to Dt 4:7-8, Israel’s covenantal obligations to the Lord gained the admiration of the nations of the world. If Israel had obeyed these laws, she would have been the light of the world.




5:7
 Ezekiel accused Israel of being worse than the nations (16:27; cp. 2Kg 21:11; Jr 2:11).




5:10
 Cannibalism was prohibited in the law of Moses (Lv 26:29; Dt 28:53-57) and was denounced by the prophets (Is 9:19-21; Jr 19:9; Zch 11:9). Tragically, the Israelites resorted to cannibalism in Jerusalem during the siege and the subsequent fall to Babylon’s forces in 588-586 b.c. (Lm 1:7-14; 2:20-22; 4:4-10).




5:11
 The expression show you no pity was used to discourage leniency in criminal cases (Dt 7:16; 13:8; 19:13,21; 25:12). The defilement of the holy sanctuary is the sole issue in 8:1-18.




5:12
 Famine and plague often accompanied the siege of a city. These were also numbered among the covenant curses of Lv 26:25-26.




5:15
 The nation that was chosen for honor (Dt 26:19) now became the moral spectacle of the nations (you will be a disgrace and a taunt). The role of the nations here contrasts with the original blessing which Israel was supposed to bring them. She failed at this task (Lk 12:48).




5:16
 The phrase when I shoot deadly arrows of famine at them begins a list of judgments. These are identical to the standard types of covenant curses associated with disobedience of God’s law (famine, Lv 26:26,29; wild animals, Lv 26:22; Dt 32:24; disease, Dt 28:21; bloodshed, Dt 32:42).




6:2
 The idiom turn your face reflects the Lord’s adverse attitude toward His people, here identified as the mountains of Israel. The phrase “mountains of Israel” does not occur outside the book of Ezekiel. Mountains represent the whole land because the land of Israel was mountainous and hilly (Dt 11:12). Mountains were often centers of idolatrous worship, and thus reference to Israel as mountainous is a reference to Israel’s apostasy (Ezk 6:13; 18:6,11; 22:9).




6:3
 The translation of the Hebrew word 
bamah
 as high places goes back at least to the Latin Vulgate, which translated the word 
excelsus
. These man-made installations were elevated platforms where sacrifices were performed. They existed in the land of Canaan before the Israelite conquest and were supposed to have been destroyed (Nm 33:52). After Shiloh was destroyed (Jr 7:12), but before the temple in Jerusalem was built, the high place was used as a place of legitimate worship.




6:4
 For the Hebrews, burning corpses on altars defiled the altars (1Kg 13:2; 2Kg 23:16). Ezekiel’s favorite word for idol (Hb
 gillulim
) is based on the root 
gll
, which means “to roll.” Many believe the term is associated with round dung pellets, which would graphically express Ezekiel’s disposition toward useless idols.




6:6
 The Hebrew verb 
machah
 (“to wipe out”) is used in Gn 6:7 and 7:4,23 to describe the decimation of the human race by the flood (2Kg 21:13).




6:7
 The phrase you will know that I am Yahweh is known as a recognition formula. It is a characteristic way of closing oracles or sections within oracles (some 60 times in Ezekiel) and expresses the intended effect of the event predicted in the oracle. It was frequently used in the context of the exodus from Egypt (Ex 7:5; 14:4).




6:10
 The expression threaten to bring this disaster on them occurs outside this passage only in the account of the golden calf (Ex 32:14).




6:11
 Ezekiel was commanded to sing a number of taunt songs against Israel’s enemies (e.g., chaps. 27; 28; 31; and 32).




6:13
 The phrases on every high hill, on all the mountaintops, and under every green tree and every leafy oak echo Dt 12:2 and Hs 4:13 (1Kg 14:23; Jr 2:20). In the pagan belief system of the ancient Near East, people sought the assistance of gods and goddesses of nature to bless themselves and make themselves productive.




6:14
 On desolation as punishment, see Lv 26:32-35,43; Dt 29:23. Most of the Hebrew manuscripts read Diblah here, although a minority, including the Septuagint, read Riblah, which represented the northern border of Israel (47:15-17). If the reading “Diblah” is correct, this is the only reference to this city in the Bible. The Hebrew name may mean “cake of figs.” Riblah was a city in Syria (2Kg 23:33; 25:21; Jr 39:5; 52:9,27) that served as the headquarters of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon during his third expedition against Jerusalem in 588-586 b.c.





7:2
 The Hebrew expression 
’admat yisra’el
 (the land of Israel) occurs only in Ezekiel. The more common expression for the “land of Israel” translates a Hebrew phrase 
’erets yisra’el
. In the use of the term here, the emphasis is on the ground or soil rather than the land of the nation. The expression the end has come does not refer to the end of the latter days but the end of great tribulation, as in Gn 6:13. Just as in the days of Noah’s flood (Gn 6), the sins of the people had reached such a point that it was time for the land to be wiped clean of them.




7:7
 The Day of the Lord refers to a time of God’s intervention in history to deliver or to judge (Is 2:12-22; chap. 13). But in some ways the Day of the Lord focuses on an event rather than a definite extent of time. Beginning with Amos the day was viewed as a time of great judgment (Am 5:18-20). The nearness of the Day of the Lord is a common theme in prophetic literature (Ezk 30:3; Jl 1:15; 2:1; Zph 1:7,14).




7:13
 After the seventh sabbatical year (49 years) the Year of Jubilee took place, during which each person who had lost or sold his land received back his personal property (Lv 25:8-22). The year began on the Day of Atonement of this fiftieth year. This generous attitude was to be displayed because the land actually belonged to the Lord; it had been given to the Israelites through an extended lease (Lv 25:23).




7:19
 On something filthy, see Is 2:20 and Zph 1:18 for parallel phrases. The filthy thing (Hb 
niddah
) was the technical term used for the ceremonial impurity that resulted from menstruation (Lv 15:19-33) and the touching of a corpse (Nm 19:13-21). Wealth had become the people’s stumbling block (Mt 6:19-24; Lk 6:24-25; 1Tm 6:6-10,17-19; Jms 5:1-6).




7:20
 Jewish medieval commentators as well as the Aramaic Targum translation indicate that the phrase beautiful ornaments is an allusion to the temple, as in verse 22 (cp. Dn 1:2; 5:3-4).




7:21
 The phrase I will hand these things over to foreigners refers to a fulfillment of Dt 28:49-57.




7:22
 Many Israelites considered themselves invincible because the presence of God resided in Jerusalem (My treasured place)—they thought that God would never let His holy dwelling be destroyed (Jr 7:1-5)—but even the temple would not escape God’s judgment (Mc 3:12).




7:23
 The phrase the city is filled with violence clearly echoes Gn 6:11.




7:26
 Like the series of catastrophes that struck Job (cp. Jb 1:13-19), no sooner would one disaster be reported than word of another would come.




8:1
 The words in the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month show that Ezekiel had reflected on his first vision for 14 months. The actions of the elders of Judah provide a shocking contrast to the 70 elders of Israel in the Pentateuch. Israel’s leaders in the desert period, who had the privilege of seeing God (Ex 24:1-11), were endowed with the same spirit as Moses (Nm 11:16-30).




8:3
 The nearest analogies to Ezekiel’s experience occurred with Elijah, who was carried about by the Spirit (1Kg 18:12; 2Kg 2:1-12,16-18); and with Elisha, who was given astonishing extrasensory powers (2Kg 5:26; 6:17,32-33). The term translated offensive statue (Hb 
semel
) occurs elsewhere only in Dt 4:16 and 2Ch 33:7,15. Scholars believe the term may be a foreign word and thus appropriate to associate with the worship of a foreign god. This image may have been one of the Asherahs set up in the temple by Manasseh (2Kg 21:7; 2Ch 33:7,15). This conclusion is suggested by the use of the same word (Hb
 semel
) in reference to Manasseh’s idol in 2Ch 33:7,15. God is a jealous God who accepts no rival; He will not share His glory with idols (Is 42:8).




8:10
 The phrase every form of detestable thing is reminiscent of Rm 1:23.




8:11
 The seventy elders were probably the leaders of the nation whose position was established by Moses’ appointment of officials to assist him in governing God’s people (Ex 24:1,9; Nm 11:16-25). The prophet echoed the critical moment in the Day of Atonement ceremonies when the cloud of incense screened the ark from the vision of the high priest (Lv 16:2,13).




8:14
 Wailing for Tammuz was a Babylonian ritual marking the death and descent into the underworld of the Sumerian god Dumuzi. The mythological course of death and return for Dumuzi (Tammuz) was thought to be parallel to the annual rhythm of nature.




8:16
 The final and supreme act of idolatry took place within the inner court of the temple itself, where 25 men bowed toward the east, worshiping the sun. According to 2Kg 21:5, worship of the sun god appears to have gained sponsorship during the reign of Manasseh, who built altars for foreign gods in the courts of the temple. The area between the portico and the altar was probably for use by priests alone, and was where they prayed to God on a fast day (Jl 2:17)).




8:17
 The phrase putting the branch to their nose may have referred to an idolatrous practice, or possibly it is an idiomatic expression indicating contempt for God.




9:2
 Linen was often worn by angelic messengers (Dn 10:5; Rv 15:6), but it was also the fabric for priestly garments (Ex 28:42); linen thus portrays purity and holiness. The bronze altar, originally built by Solomon (2Ch 4:1), was relocated during the reign of Ahaz to the northeast corner of the temple to make room for his own pagan altar (2Kg 16:14).




9:4
 It is possible that those to be spared received the sign of the cross (put a mark on the foreheads), like those sealed for deliverance in Rv 7:3-4 and 14:1.




9:6
 This deliverance from judgment (do not come near anyone who has the mark) resembles the Passover story, where the household was spared if the blood of a sacrificial lamb was placed above the door (Ex 12:7,13).




9:7
 The historical fulfillment of this event (fill the courts with the slain) is depicted in 2Ch 36:17-19.




9:9
 This verse is an apparent echo of the flood (Gn 6:11). The saying of the lawless (the Lord
has abandoned the land; He does not see) repeats in inverted form what the idolatrous elders had said in 8:12.




10:1
 The inner curtains and the veil that closed off the holy of holies in the tabernacle were adorned with cherubim (Ex 26:1,31; 36:8,35). Two golden cherubim with extended wings were part of the covering of the ark of the covenant within the holy of holies of the tabernacle (Ex 25:18-22; 37:7-9). Cherubim were also carved in the walls of the Jerusalem temple and covered with gold (1Kg 6:29; 2Ch 3:7; Ezk 41:18-20). In both the tabernacle and the temple, the cherubim constituted a throne for God’s invisible presence and glory (1Sm 4:4; 2Sm 6:2; 2Kg 19:15; Ps 18:10; 80:1; 99:1). The creatures in the vision in Ezekiel 1 were not named. Ezekiel recognized these creatures to be cherubim.



10:2
 The image of a city burned with fire came true for Jerusalem in 586 b.c. (2Kg 25:9).




10:3
 All the time that the glory of the Lord dwelt in the temple, the cloud that accompanied it to reveal the glory of the Lord filled the court (see Ex 19:9; Lv 16:2).




10:6
 Fire in the Bible is often associated with God’s judgment against wickedness and sin (Gn 19:24; Dt 32:22; Am 1-2). According to Ezekiel, the same fire from God that purified the mouth of Isaiah (Is 6:6) and brought destruction to Sodom and Gomorrah (Gn 19:24) would now purge the city of Jerusalem in judgment.




10:12
 In 1:18 only the wheels were “full of eyes all around,” whereas here the creatures in their entirety were full of eyes. The four creatures John saw around God’s throne were also covered with eyes (Rv 4:8).




10:18
 In this verse Ezekiel set forth the fulfillment of the warning uttered by Moses (Dt 31:17) that was later repeated by Hosea (Hs 9:12). God had determined to forsake His sanctuary. His temple was supposed to be the place of His rest and dwelling (Ps 132:14; Is 66:1).




10:19
 The movement of God’s glory to the eastern gate anticipated its ultimate departure from the temple complex and Jerusalem (11:22-23). The east gate would also be the site of the final judgment for Jews (Zch 14:1-9). Jesus went to the mountain east of the city, the Mount of Olives, and ascended to the Father (Ac 1:9-12). God’s presence among His people was an indication of His favor toward them (Dt 4:29,31). His absence, on the other hand, was a sign of His rejecting them (Dt 31:17-18). The ultimate privilege of faith is access to the presence of God.




11:1
 This verse mentions the same 25 men who had been described earlier (see note at 8:16).




11:3
 In 24:3-5 Jerusalem is portrayed as a pot being filled with the choicest morsels. The people thought they could go ahead and build houses (Jr 32:6-15) because they belonged in Jerusalem, whereas the exiles were like the entrails that were discarded as unfit for the cooking pot. Jeremiah 29:5 may address this same concern from the context of those in exile and the elders in captivity.




11:5
 On the Spirit of the Lord came on me, see note at 2:2.




11:6
 This accusation of the leaders of Judah is illustrated in 19:3,6, where kings are charged with devouring humans, and in 22:27, where Ezekiel portrays Israel’s leaders as ravenous, violent animals.




11:9
 The judgments that had once fallen on Egypt (Ex 6:6; 12:12) would now fall on the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They would be handed over to foreigners.




11:11
 This prophecy I will judge you at the border of Israel was literally fulfilled at Riblah (2Kg 25:18-21; Jr 52:24-27).




11:15
 God had given Israel the land, but He had also threatened to remove them from it because of their disobedience (Dt 28:36,64-68). God would spare a remnant, but the remnant would not include the corrupt leadership (Ezk 6:8; 12:16).




11:16
 The temple was a symbol of the Lord’s presence among the Israelites. With the coming of Jesus, the presence of God is no longer located in the physical, man-made temple, but the presence once again dwelt among the people (Jn 1:14), just as it had during the desert period and, according to Ezk 11:16, during the exile. In other words, with the coming of Jesus there is a fundamental redemptive-historical change in the demonstration of God’s glory and presence. The closest parallels are found in the NT, with Jesus’ appropriation of the term “sanctuary” to Himself (Jn 2:19-22) and His statement that true worship will occur in spirit and truth (Jn 4:21-24). But here the Lord promised personally to be for the exiles what the temple had been for them in Jerusalem.




11:17
 The Lord may abandon His land, but He will not permanently forsake the people. The regathering (I will gather you from the peoples) refers to the end of the Babylonian exile but also may refer to a future gathering of Israel at the beginning of the millennial kingdom (36:24-38; 37:11-28).




11:18
 The new inhabitants will remove the detestable idols and vile images that once filled the land (7:20; 8:3-17). Some scholars believe the historical fulfillment of these actions occurred in Ezra 6-10.




11:19
 The heart of stone is that of the unregenerate, those who refuse to submit to the will of God (Zch 7:12). The stony heart is another way of referring to the “hardhearted” (Ezk 2:4; 3:7). The radical spiritual transformation of the people and the associated physical blessings promised in this and other prophecies of the new covenant (34:20-31; 36:24-38; 37:15-28; Jr 31:31-34) will take place in the future messianic age.




11:20
 The restoration of Israel’s relationship with God (they will be My people, and I will be their God) will fulfill the goal of the first exodus (Ex 6:7; cp. Gn 17:7-8; 2Co 6:16; Rv 21:3).




11:23
 The glory of God, leaving the city, took the direction of King David’s flight from Absalom, on the mountain [Mount of Olives] east of the city (see 2Sm 15:23). Jesus Christ ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives and promised to return to the same place (cp. Zch 14:4; Ac 1:9-12).




12:2
 Blindness (unseeing eyes) and deafness (unhearing ears) often indicate disobedience or disbelief (Dt 29:1-4; Is 6:9-10; 43:8; Jr 5:21; Mt 13:13-15; Mk 8:18; Jn 12:39-40; Ac 28:26-27). The phrase rebellious house occurs in the prophetic commissioning of Ezekiel (2:5-8; 3:9), but it also occurs in 3:26-27.




12:5
 Ezekiel’s readers understood that breaking through a wall indicated exile, since the conquering armies would dig through the wall at strategic points in order to enter the city (Am 4:3).




12:7
 The exile’s bags symbolize the remnant that will be led out of the homeland as captives.




12:12
 The covering of King Zedekiah’s face was Ezekiel’s symbolic prophecy of the blinding of the king of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar and his exile to Babylon (2Kg 25:7).




12:13
 The phrase I will spread My net over him uses the image of a bird hunter (Hs 7:12) or animal hunter (Ezk 19:8). The words yet he will not see it refer to the ancient Near Eastern custom of gouging out the eyes of captives.




12:16
 The statement I will spare a few of them refers to a remnant that will be preserved by the Lord. They will realize their guilt and turn to the Lord in heathen lands (6:8-10). God promised that there would always be a few people who remained loyal to Him (Lv 26:42-45; cp. Ex 32:10; Dt 4:30-31).




12:19
 The phrase because of the violence reflects the rationale for the judgment of the earth by the flood (Gn 6:11,13).




12:22
 The expression the days keep passing by, and every vision fails reflects the test of true prophecy (Dt 18:20-22). If a prophecy did not come true, the person who made the prediction was a false prophet.




12:24
 Even King Hezekiah succumbed to the influential reassurances of false prophets (2Kg 20:19). In Ezekiel’s day false prophets opposed the claims of God’s true messengers in Jerusalem (Jr 28:1-4) and Babylon (Jr 29:1,8-9).




13:3
 In no sense were these people prophets of God. The source of their message was their own spirit. This is also true of modern false teachers (2Pt 2:1-2). According to Dt 18:18, genuine prophets receive their messages directly from God and speak for Him.




13:4
 The sight of jackals scavenging in the ruins of the city pictures the despair of the people after the fall of Jerusalem (Lm 5:18).




13:8
 The phrase I am against you is addressed to Israel one other time in Ezekiel (21:3). It was normally directed toward foreign nations.




13:10
 Paul used this image—plaster it with whitewash—when he called the high priest in Jerusalem a “whitewashed wall” (Ac 23:3).




13:17
 Women practiced magic in Jerusalem (Jr 7:18; 44:17,19) as well as in Babylon. The Mosaic law condemned witches and necromancers (Lv 20:27; 1Sm 28:9; cp. Lv 19:31). There were a number of legitimate prophetesses in the OT, including Miriam (Ex 15:20), Deborah (Jdg 4:4), Huldah (2Kg 22:14), and Noadiah (Neh 6:14). Prophetesses are also mentioned in the NT (Lk 2:36-38; Ac 21:9; 1Co 11:5).




13:23
 God will bring false prophecy and sorcery to an end (Am 8:11; Mc 3:6-7; Zch 13:1-6). Jeremiah 23:16-32 is very similar to this chapter. There were false prophets both in the exile and in Jerusalem. Counterfeit prophets attempted to thwart the prophets of God who announced the coming doom. The false prophets were motivated by self-interest. The Christian is to test every spirit (1Jn 4:1) and examine everything in light of Scripture (Ac 17:11).




14:3
 The phrase set up idols in their hearts literally means “to raise on one’s heart,” conveying the notion of commitment to the service of an idol. This word for idols (Hb gillulim) was used in 6:4-6,13. It literally denotes “dung pellets,” thus indicating what the prophet thought of idols. Greed was an inherent motivation for idolatry since worshipers believed the idols were bound to repay generous worship with prosperity. This is why the NT associates idolatry with greed (Eph 5:5). While the idolatry in Jerusalem was openly displayed (Ezk 8), the idolatry practiced by Hebrew exiles in Babylon was more subtle, as revealed by the people’s heart convictions.




14:4
 God’s answer and judgment against those who worshiped idols was for their own good so His people might not continue to be alienated from Him.




14:7
 The word foreigners refers to non-Israelites who had identified themselves with the people of God and who sometimes became proselytes to the true faith.




14:8
 To be cut . . . off refers to experiencing premature death, perhaps by means of the death penalty (Lv 20:2-5).




14:9
 If the people continued to refuse to listen to prophets whom God sent to tell them the truth, the Lord would judge them by sending lying prophets to tell them what they wanted to hear rather than what they needed to hear. The Lord eventually abandons people to their corrupt passions (Rm 1:18-32).




14:10
 The expression they will bear their punishment is a legal phrase from Lv 20:17. In that passage as here, the concept of being “cut off” accompanies this statement of judgment.




14:11
 The formula then they will be My people and I will be their God has its origin in Ex 6:7 in connection with the establishment of the covenant relationship between God and His people. It recurs in the description of the ultimate bliss in the covenantal blessings (Lv 26:12).




14:14
 Some people of Judah must have wondered whether the impending judgment on Jerusalem might be diverted if some well-known righteous man or men (Noah, Daniel, and Job) could be found (Gn 18). The biblical Daniel was exiled to Babylon in 605 b.c. (Dn 1:1). He would have had time to establish a reputation as a wise and righteous man by the time Ezekiel ministered. Daniel was well known for his righteousness (Dn 1:17-21; 2:14,48; 5:12). All of these men—Noah, Daniel, and Job—were recognized for their righteous behavior in the midst of corrupt generations and prevailed in difficult situations because of their righteousness. Ezekiel’s reference to these men affirmed that moral responsibility is not transferable; it is individual.




14:15
 The threat of dangerous animals devouring the land and destroying the people is mentioned in the Mosaic law (Lv 26:22; Dt 32:24).




14:21
 Sword curses (predictions of punishment by war) occur in Lv 26:25,33; Dt 32:41-42. On famine curses, see Lv 26:26,29,45; Dt 28:53-56; 32:24. Dangerous animal curses appear in Lv 26:22; Dt 32:24. Pestilence or plague curses are found in Lv 26:14; Dt 28:21-22; 32:24. These four curses are also mentioned in Ezekiel 5.




14:22
 When the exiles saw the wicked behavior of the survivors of the perilous judgments (you will observe their conduct and actions), they would be assured of God’s justice—that He had acted righteously in His judgment. The exiles would regard the destruction of Judah’s capital as well deserved.




15:6
 The vine as an image of Israel goes back to Nm 13:23 where it appears as a symbol of the richness of Canaan, the land promised to Israel. The image of the vine portrays God’s loving care for the nation as a vinedresser taking care of what He had planted (Ps 80:8-9; Is 5:1-7). It is clear from Mt 21:33-41 that God desires fruit (good works) from His vine. Unless people come into vital relationship with the true Vinedresser, there can be no fruit. Fire is a frequent figure for destruction in Ezekiel (5:2,4; 10:2; 16:41; 23:47; 24:10-11). The burning of the wood accompanied the destruction of Jerusalem. In Babylonian invasions fire accompanied annihilation (2Kg 25:9; 2Ch 36:19). Fire will be a prominent feature of the great tribulation (Rv 14:18).




16:1-63
 This chapter is similar in purpose to 20:3-31, where a review of Israel’s past history set the context for its coming judgment.



16:1
 Jerusalem had a centuries-old, pre-Israelite history (Gn 14:18), and the city resisted Israelite conquest in the days of Joshua (Jos 15:63). It became an Israelite city only after David’s conquest (2Sm 5:6-9).




16:3
 In biblical ethnography Canaanites, Amorites, and Hittites were closely related. Moreover, these three were related to the Jebusites, the pre-Israelite inhabitants of Jerusalem (Gn 10:15-18; Jdg 19:11; 2Sm 5:6). The Amorites were pre-Israelite, Semitic inhabitants of Palestine (Gn 48:22; Jos 5:1; 10:5; Jdg 1:34-36). The Hittites were non-Semitic residents of Canaan who earlier had flourished in Asia Minor during the second millennium b.c. (Gn 23:10-20; 26:34; 2Sm 11:3-27; 1Kg 11:1). By going back to the people’s origin, Ezekiel emphasized that the people had always been characterized by rebellion. They were sinners like all peoples of the earth, and they often allowed themselves to be led astray into idol worship.




16:4
 Exposure of unwanted babies, especially girls, was common in the ancient world. In this description the infant was abandoned, apparently still attached to the placenta, and left to die (you were not rubbed with salt or wrapped in cloths). Contemporary Arab midwives in Palestine commonly coat a baby’s body with a mixture of salt and oil after cutting the umbilical cord.




16:5
 God finding His people in the open field resembles the description in Dt 32:10 where God found Israel “in a desolate land, in a barren, howling wilderness.”




16:6
 The phrase saw you lying in your blood emphasizes that Israel was abandoned by her mother. The expression I said to you as you lay in your blood: Live! may refer to God’s basic desire for all people to live, summed up by this one word (18:23,32; 1Tm 2:4). The command is reminiscent of the mandate to be fruitful and multiply (Gn 1:22,28), which was repeated to Jacob (Gn 28:3; 35:11; cp. Gn 17:2,6).




16:8
 The special word for love (Hb dodim) in this verse refers to the love that leads to sexual relations (23:17; Sg 1:2,4; 4:10; 5:1; 7:13). Spreading a garment over a person was a proposal of marriage (Ru 3:9). The portrayal of Israel as the Lord’s wife (you became Mine) derives from the first of the Ten Commandments, which says we must worship God alone. A wife’s obligation to remain true to her husband offered a fitting parallel to Israel’s obligations to God. In the Hebrew Torah, Yahweh is called qanna’ (“passionate, jealous”) toward those who broke faith with Him (Ex 20:5; 34:14). Ezekiel inherited a prophetic tradition in which sexual infidelity was used as a metaphor for Israel’s adoption of Canaanite religion (Jr 2:20; Hs 1:2; 2:5-13; 3:1) and for its political alliances with foreign powers (Jr 2:33,36; Hs 8:9).




16:9
 The expression rinsed off your blood may be associated with bleeding that occurs with the first experience of sexual intercourse (Dt 22:13-21). Or it may refer to menstrual blood, indicating sexual maturity.




16:10
 Jerusalem is clothed in materials that are elsewhere used in decorating the tabernacle (embroidered cloth). This is a subtle suggestion that Jerusalem was the home of the temple (Ps 48:2; 50:2; Lm 2:15).




16:15
 The accusation (acted like a prostitute) referred both to a spiritual turning away from the Lord and to physical involvement with the fertility rites of Canaanite paganism (Jr 3:1-5; Hs 4:13-14; 9:1; cp. Gn 38:14-16). The infidelity of the city began with Solomon’s introduction of idolatry and his creation of multiple shrine sites for idol worship (1Kg 11:1-10). Jerusalem played the harlot; she committed the sin of idolatry (Jms 4:4). Her pride led her astray (Dt 32:15; Jr 7:4; Mc 3:11).




16:17
 The fabrication of objects of false worship from jewelry recalls the episode of the golden calf on Mount Sinai (Ex 32:2-4,24).




16:18
 Putting clothing on idols is also mentioned in Jr 10:9.




16:20
 The practice of child sacrifice (your sons and daughters you . . . sacrificed) occurred during the reigns of Ahaz (2Kg 16:3) and Manasseh (2Kg 21:6), and it was even more widely practiced during the time of Jeremiah (Jr 7:31; 19:5; 32:35). Child sacrifice is also further mentioned in Ezekiel (20:26; 23:37). By sacrificing her offspring Jerusalem proved that she was a moral descendant of Canaanite ancestry. The Mosaic law prohibited this practice (Lv 18:21; 20:2; Dt 12:31; 18:10).




16:22
 The same concept and image (you did not remember the days of your youth) is conveyed in Hs 2:4-14.




16:26
 Spiritual prostitution involved illicit worship of idols. It also included choosing and developing political and military alliances for security (promiscuous acts with Egyptian men; see Is 23:17-18). To reflect God’s revulsion over these alliances, Ezekiel described these illicit lovers as “having oversized organs.” He referred to them as your well-endowed neighbors.




16:31
 Prostitutes normally engaged in illicit sexual relations as a means of earning income, but Jerusalem had descended so far into sin that she scorned the payment a prostitute normally received (1Co 7:22-23).




16:36
 The public humiliation of a prostitute by exposing her nakedness is mentioned in Jr 13:22,26; Hs 2:10; and Nah 3:5. According to the law, this degradation was to be followed by stoning and sometimes by burning (Dt 22:22; Ezk 16:40).




16:39
 Contracts discovered from Nuzi (fifteenth century b.c., northern Iraq) specified that if a wife divorced her husband, she would “go out naked.”




16:41
 This form of punishment (they will burn down your houses) was not uncommon in the OT (Jdg 12:1; 15:6).




16:45
 Jerusalem was like her mother, a Hittite, who was married to an Amorite, the people who were removed from Canaan by the Israelites because their sins had reached an intolerable level (Gn 15:16). God’s justice now seemed to require that Israelites left in their land should also be removed.




16:46-47
 The Israelites had become worse than Sodom, the city infamous for its corruption (Dt 32:32; Is 1:10; Jr 23:14). Sodomy is a sexual act named after the homosexual perversions at Sodom (Gn 19:5-29). Sodomy is “detestable” according to Lv 18:22; 20:13. The Bible frequently compares cities or peoples to Sodom, which was taken to be the epitome of evil and degradation (Dt 29:23; 32:32; Is 1:9-10; 3:9; Lm 4:6; Mt 10:15; 11:23-24; Jd 7).




16:56
 The phrase when you were proud refers to the golden days of Jerusalem during the reign of David and the beginning of Solomon’s reign.




16:59
 Jerusalem’s contempt toward the oath and the breaking of the covenant would be answered by the suspension of God’s own covenant obligations. Judah’s sin was especially grievous because she had despised the oath of obedience she made to the Lord at Sinai (Ex 19:6). The current generation had reached the limit of God’s forbearance. In some sense God severed His relationship with that generation, though without breaking His covenant promises.




16:60
 References to the Lord remembering His covenant occur only in relationship to the patriarchal covenants (Gn 9:15-16; Ex 2:24; 6:5; Lv 26:42,45; Ps 105:8). The mention of God remembering His covenant is contrasted with Jerusalem’s forgetting the terms of her relationship with God (Ezk 16:22,43). When this new relationship is established, the people will remember their ways and be ashamed. The everlasting covenant is the new covenant spoken of in Is 59:21; 61:8; and Jr 31:31-34, but it should be viewed as closely related to the Abrahamic covenant. The features of the new covenant were actually the outworking of the basic elements of God’s promises to Abraham (Is 55:3; Jr 32:40).




16:62
 Prophetic passages that announce the restoration of Israel (I will establish My covenant with you) reflect the teaching of Dt 30:3. The letters to the churches in the book of Revelation illustrate how God acts in a similar way by disciplining His church (Rv 2:14,20).




17:2
 A riddle (Hb chidah) is an obscure and mysterious saying. It hides the truth it imparts, while a parable (Hb mashal) elucidates the truth that underlies it by putting it in fresh light. Judges 14:12-19 offers an example of how a riddle might be developed and handled in popular usage.




17:3
 The great eagle in this verse is Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (v. 12). He was a brilliant military strategist and succeeded his father, Nabopolassar, in 602 b.c. The fulfillment of the riddle came in Nebuchadnezzar’s campaign against Jerusalem in 597 b.c. and his deportation of Jehoiachin (and Ezekiel) as part of the second deportation to Babylon (2Kg 24:10-12). The historical background behind this passage may be found in 2Kg 24:8-20; 2Ch 36:9-13; Jr 37; 52:1-17. Lebanon refers to Jerusalem (v. 12). In ancient times the Lebanon mountain range was covered with cedars. The cedar refers to David’s dynasty, his royal family. The top of the cedar removed by the king of Babylon was Jehoiachin, who was taken into exile in 597 b.c. (2Kg 24:8-16).




17:4
 The phrase land of merchants may be translated as “land of Canaan.” Merchants and Canaanites can be interchanged due to the affinity of the Phoenicians for trade (Zph 1:11). The term is occupational rather than geographical. Here the phrase refers to Babylon (Ezk 16:29), the great center of commerce in all Asia.




17:5
 The land’s seed in this verse is King Zedekiah of Judah, son of Josiah (2Kg 23-34).




17:6
 This image (low in height with its branches turned toward him) represents Zedekiah turning toward Nebuchadnezzar to whom he owed his power. The spreading vine may be of low stature to represent the loss of thousands of Judah’s leading citizens to deportation (2Kg 24:15-16; Jr 52:28).




17:7
 While the first eagle represents the king of Babylon, the second great eagle is Egypt. This eagle is the Egyptian pharaoh, either Psammetichus II (595-589 b.c.) or Hophra (589-570 b.c.). King Zedekiah of Judah attempted to seek Egypt’s aid in an attempt to break free from the Babylonian yoke. For the details of these events, see 2Ch 36:13; Jr 35:5-7; 44:30; 52:11.




17:9
 Taking up the roots signifies the abolition of national existence (Am 2:9). In this specific case, it refers to the deportation of Judah to Babylon.




17:10
 The east wind is the hot, dry wind known in Hebrew as the chamsin. The east wind is an instrument of God’s will. Note the effect of the east wind in the exodus narratives (Ex 10:13; 14:21; cp. Ps 78:26), as well as in Jonah (Jnh 4:8) and Hs 13:15. King Zedekiah was violating Dt 17:16.




17:13
 The phrase he took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him describes Nebuchadnezzar’s installation of his own puppet king, Mattaniah, whom he renamed Zedekiah after Jehoiachin was removed from the throne. The people of the upper class of the land were carried away with Jehoiachin to Babylon (2Kg 24:15).




17:16
 This prophecy (he will die in Babylon) was fulfilled in 2Kg 25:7.




17:19
 Nebuchadnezzar had forced his vassal covenant on King Zedekiah of Judah (2Ch 36:13). The oath had been sworn to the God of Israel, so a violation of the agreement would bring the anger of the Lord. The king’s most serious transgression was not against Nebuchadnezzar but against his responsibility and loyalty to God. As a consequence, God would carry out the impending punishment of exile and imprisonment in Babylon (2Kg 25:7,11-21).




17:22
 Other prophets used a variety of horticultural expressions—including “shoot,” “sprout,” and “branch”—to designate the messianic figure who would revive the Davidic line (Is 4:2; 11:1; Jr 23:5; 33:15; Zch 3:8; 6:12). In this context, a sprig (Hb 
yoneqeth
) serves as a forerunner of the messianic figure mentioned in later salvation oracles. God would replant a king from the line of David on the mountain heights of Israel. The mountain on which the cedar will be planted is the symbol of a mighty kingdom (Is 2:2; Mc 4:1).




17:23
 Birds thriving under a leader’s protection is a repeated biblical theme (Dn 4:20-22; Hs 14:5-7). The expression birds of every kind recalls the flood story (Gn 7:14). God’s plan includes all the peoples of the world.




17:24
 The concept of the Messiah as the low tree or “dry tree” awaiting glorification fits with the view of the Messiah as Suffering Servant. This passage should be correlated with Is 2:2-4 and Mc 4:1-4 where it is said that in messianic times the entire world will recognize the Lord and be subject to His will on Mount Zion. A new sprig will be planted and will flourish under the blessing of the Lord’s protection. The fulfillment of this prophecy awaited the arrival of a greater son of David, Jesus the Messiah, who would claim the world as His kingdom (Jn 12:32; cp. Rv 22:16-17).




18:2
 The Hebrew word for set on edge describes the effect on the teeth that results from eating grapes. The word appears elsewhere only in Ec 10:10, where it is used of blunted or worn iron. It may indicate the sensation of eating something bitter or sour. In the Ten Commandments, God said He would visit sin on the third and fourth generations of those who rebel against Him (Ex 20:5). This was intended to warn adults that their sins would have ominous influence on their children’s lifestyle choices and thus on their relations to God. Following the model of their parents, they would choose sin and thus earn God’s punishment. The people in Ezekiel’s day misconstrued this reality, as reflected in this proverb accusing God of unfairness. A person’s sin may outlive him and have negative repercussions on other people (Ezk 18:19-32), but God does not punish the innocent for the sins of others. This misinterpretation of God’s justice is also reflected in Lm 5:7: “Our fathers sinned; they no longer exist, but we bear their punishment.” The proverb was current in Jerusalem as well (Jr 31:29-30); see Dt 24:16.




18:3
 God demanded that the people not recite this false proverb. It not only misconstrued God’s conduct and character, but those who recited it regarded themselves as completely innocent (Pr 26:9).




18:5
 The righteous person’s actions are described largely in accordance with the Holiness Code (Lv 17-26).




18:6
 In OT times, mountains were often the location for idolatrous sacrifices (20:28; 34:6; Hs 4:13). This verse affirms that the righteous person would not be involved in idolatrous practices (does not eat at the mountain shrines). An Aramaic translation of this verse suggests that what was forbidden was “eating sacrifices of the dead.” To draw near a woman is a euphemism for sexual intercourse (Lv 18:14; Dt 22:14; Is 8:3).




18:7
 On returns his collateral to the debtor, see Ex 22:26; Dt 24:12-13. Robbery refers to the seizure of property, usually by the rich (Is 3:14; 10:2; Mc 2:2).




18:8
 This moral statute not to lend at interest is based on Lv 25:36-37. The law prohibited charging interest on loans made to fellow Israelites (Ex 22:25; Lv 25:35-37; Dt 23:19-20). Deuteronomy 23:20 allowed an Israelite to charge interest to a foreigner.




18:9
 Because a person was called righteous in the OT does not mean that he was sinless or that he kept the law in every detail. It does affirm that he was a willing member of the covenant community who obeyed the ordinances of community life and sought atonement through the sacrificial system when he violated a law (Jb 1:1; Php 3:6). For the righteous person in the OT, to live refers to life in all its fullness. A meaningful life is one that enjoys the fullness of relationship with God and thus includes communion with God (Ps 63:3; 73:27-28). The expression of Ezk 18:9 does not advocate “works righteousness.” Salvation has always been by faith (Hab 2:4). However, there is no real faith where there are no real works of righteousness (Jms 2:17). God intends for good works to characterize His people. They are created in Christ for this purpose (Eph 2:10).




18:10
 The phrase sheds blood occurs often in Ezekiel (16:38; 22:3,27; 23:45; 33:25). Its frequency indicates that human life was not valued among the Israelites at the time of the exile.




18:12
 The poor and needy are often mentioned together in the OT (Dt 24:14; Jr 22:16; Ps 35:10; 37:14).




18:13
 The expression his blood will be on him indicated that the one who performed a justified capital punishment (i.e., the executioner) was free of any guilt. The blame lay with the offender.




18:20
 God’s judgment does not recognize fathers and sons, only those who are righteous and those who are wicked.




18:21
 True repentance involves confession, sorrow for sin, and a pledge to live an obedient life (Ps 51:1-12).




18:22
 God will forgive and receive anyone who turns to Him in repentance and faith, no matter the degree of his past rebellion (v. 21; Rm 5:6-11; Eph 2:1-8; Col 1:20-22; 2Pt 3:9). There is no reason for a person to live under condemnation for past sins if he is truly repentant and has experienced the new birth (Rm 8:1-17).




18:24
 On turning from righteousness to iniquity, see Heb 2:3 and 2Pt 2:20-22. These verses contain warnings against those who knowingly and willfully turn from God. Those who are right with God will persevere to the end (Mt 10:22; 22:13; Mk 4:1-20).




18:30
 Every person will face a final judgment in which obedience to God’s commands will be fairly and justly evaluated.




18:31
 What had been promised earlier in the book (11:19) is viewed now as attainable but not inevitable. Later in the book of Ezekiel (36:26-27) the people of Israel are promised a new heart and a new spirit. In this verse the people are commanded to obtain these new qualities. In similar fashion, Dt 10:16 commands God’s people to circumcise the whole heart, which Dt 30:6 says is accomplished by the Lord. This same tension between human obligation and divine grant is also found in the NT (Php 2:12-13).




18:32
 In every generation the church must be warned of a coming future judgment. This warning is meant to affect how we live (Rm 14:10,12; 2Co 5:10; Gl 6:7-8). Though believers are spared from eternal punishment, there are consequences for ongoing disobedience (Rm 11:22; 1Co 15:2; Col 1:23; Heb 3:14).




19:1
 Sad songs of the type found in chapter 19 are known in Hebrew by the name qinah, which means “funeral dirge” or “funerary lament.” They have a unique meter, and their content is similar to modern eulogies (2Sm 1:19-27). The switch of subjects from Ezekiel 18 seems to indicate that the emphasis on individual responsibility also applies to the monarchy of Judah. This chapter would therefore indicate that the house of David fell not because of the sins of past kings (Josiah was righteous), but because of the sins of the kings during the time leading up to the exile. The pronouncement of this rejection in the form of the funeral lament suggests that the house of David had been overwhelmed by the powers of death.



19:2
 The mother in this allegory is the nation of Israel, who had produced the kings of the nation.




19:3

Genesis 49:9 seems to be the background for Judah, the royal line, being compared to a lion. In the Balaam oracles, the nation itself is compared to a lion (Nm 23:24; 24:9). The first cub-king represents Jehoahaz, son of Josiah. He was crowned by the people after Josiah’s death but was almost immediately deposed by Pharaoh Neco. He was then brought in fetters to Egypt after reigning only three months (2Kg 23:30-34).




19:4
 The expression they led him away with hooks is also found in an Assyrian inscription that describes captives being led away during the reign of King Ashurbanipal.




19:5-9
 This lion displayed greater power than the first by tearing down strongholds and devastating towns. The nations trapped him also, leading him with hooks to the land of Babylon. This second lion appears to refer to Jehoiachin. After a reign of only three months and ten days (2Ch 36:9), Jehoiachin was imprisoned in Babylon for 37 years until the Babylonian king Evil-Merodach released him. Jehoiakim died in Jerusalem, so he was not included in this lament (2Kg 25:27-30; Jr 52:31-34).




19:10
 Ezekiel used the vine metaphor in 15:1-8 and 17:5-10 with reference to the decline and fall of Judah (Is 24:7; Jr 2:21; 6:9). But this imagery of the vine typifies the nation of Israel as a whole (Ps 80:8-16; Is 5:1-7; 27:2-6). The combination of lion and vine may be derived from Gn 49:9-11.




19:12
 The east wind represents Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and his army. The image refers to the capture and death of King Zedekiah and the destruction of Jerusalem in the siege of 586 b.c.





19:13
 Zedekiah was captured in the desert (wilderness) near Jericho, blinded, bound in chains, and taken to Babylon (2Kg 25; Jr 52).




19:14
 Fire destroying the fruit of the vine recalls the image of Jotham’s fable, in which the worthless bramble caused a fire that consumed the cedars of Lebanon (Jdg 9:20). The Davidic dynasty and the Israelite monarchy appear to come to a sudden end in Zedekiah. Fire is alternatively a symbol for annihilation or ongoing punishment (Gn 19:24; Jr 50:32; Am 1:4,7,10,12,14; 2:2,5; 7:4; Mt 25:41; Rv 20:14). The scepter will be temporarily removed from Judah as a punishment for sins. In the person of Christ, however, God’s promise that the scepter will not depart from the line of Judah (Gn 49:10) will be ultimately fulfilled.




20:1
 As in 8:1 and 14:1, a delegation of elders came to Ezekiel’s home seeking an oracle from the Lord. It had been almost 11 months since the vision of the abominations of the temple in 8:1.




20:4
 Like chapters 16 and 23, chapter 20 presents a negative view of Israel’s history, but unlike them, it does not use allegory.




20:5
 The phrase I swore an oath is literally “I raise my hand in oath.” The uplifted hand (vv. 5,15,23,42) was apparently a gesture used when a person made an oath (36:7; 44:12; 47:14; Ex 6:8; Neh 9:15; Ps 106:26). The phrase descendants of Jacob’s house is a reference to all Israel (i.e., Israel and Judah; see 37:25). The statement made Myself known to them in the land of Egypt recalls the Lord’s encounter with Moses in Ex 6:3, where God swore by oath and revealed the meaning of His name. Ezekiel portrayed the Israelites in Egypt, not the patriarchs, the recipients of the oath. Israel’s history as a nation began in Egypt where God chose her. He took an oath to bring His people into the fruitful and glorious land that He had promised Abraham (Gn 12:7; Ex 3:8,13-18; 6:1-8; Jr 3:19).




20:6
 Though one would expect the Hebrew term nathan (“give”) in the phrase a land I had searched out for them, the verb tur (“search”) is used instead. This term is taken from the desert wandering accounts, where the Lord went before the Israelites, scouting places for them to rest or camp (Dt 1:33; Nm 10:33). The phrase a land flowing with milk and honey occurs in Ex 3:8,17; 13:5; 33:3; Lv 20:24; Nm 13:27; Dt 6:3; 11:9; 26:9; 27:3; Jos 5:6; Jr 11:5; 32:22 (cp. Dt 1:25; 8:7-9). Deuteronomy 8:7-10 and Jr 3:19 describe the natural beauty of the land of Israel. Its true significance, however, was its designation as God’s dwelling place (Dt 12:5,11).




20:7
 The idols of Egypt became Israel’s idols as well. Joshua 24:14 also mentions that the Israelites had worshiped foreign gods. On Israel’s idolatry in Egypt, see Lv 17:7; 18:3; Ps 106:7; Ezk 23:3; Am 5:25-27.




20:8
 Their act of ignoring the word of the Lord (unwilling to listen to Me) demonstrated the inward attitude of the people toward God.




20:9
 God’s name would be degraded if He did not perform what He had proposed for the nation of Israel. Moses had used this same argument effectively in His intercession for Israel after the golden calf incident and in the wilderness (Ex 32:12; Nm 14:16).




20:10
 The reference to the wilderness evokes the judgments God had to execute upon His rebellious people (Ex 32:15-35; Nm 11; 14:10-38; 16:31-50; Ps 106:7-48).




20:11
 The phrase the person who does them will live by them appears to come from Lv 18:5. Deuteronomy 30:15-19 states forcefully that to follow the commandments is to choose life and blessing; not to follow them is to choose death and curse. Obedience of the law was the response of a person who realized how much God loved him. This truth is similar to Jesus’ statement, “If you love Me, you will keep My commands” (Jn 14:15).




20:12
 The prophet, in harmony with Is 58:13-14 and with Moses himself (Ex 20:8-11), commanded the Israelites to sanctify the Sabbath. The Sabbath was a visible manifestation of the Mosaic covenant (Is 56:1-8). With its regular one-day-in-seven observance, the Sabbath was at cross-purposes with the nature-based calendars of the pagans, which revolved around the seasons and phases of the moon. The Sabbath was a perpetual reminder of Yahweh’s covenant with His people.




20:13
 The Sabbath was profaned if it was not observed (Jr 17:21-23) or was improperly observed (Am 8:5).




20:15
 The phrase I swore to them is literally “I lifted up my hand.” The upraised hand was used earlier in reference to God’s oath to bring the chosen people into the promised land (v. 5). Now the expression is used to refer to the solemn oath that this generation would never enter (v. 15). Later, Ezekiel used the formula to describe God’s announcement that the people would go into exile (v. 23).




20:16
 Israel failed at one point to enter the land of Canaan because of unbelief (Nm 14) expressed in four specific violations: they rejected My ordinances, profaned My Sabbaths . . .  did not follow My statutes . . . went after their idols.




20:21
 The rebellion of the second generation refers to acts of apostasy following the incident of the spies, particularly the events at Meribah (Nm 20) and Baal Peor (Nm 25).




20:23
 The Pentateuch is silent about this remarkable oath (I swore) to exile the people, but it is alluded to in Ps 106:27. God made this oath before His people had even entered the land.




20:25-27
 One of the ways that God punishes sin is to abandon people to it, so that they suffer its consequences. Thus the statutes and ordinances in this verse refer to the futile and blameworthy commandments of the pagan religions to which Israel had turned. These laws “required” the Israelites to sacrifice every firstborn (v. 26), a practice condemned by God (Lv 20:1-5). These statutes and ordinances devastated rather than blessed the people who obeyed them. In Ezk 14:9 God said He intentionally deceived false prophets. Similarly, the present passage says God gave the rebellious people worthless and unprofitable statutes (cp. Is 63:17). Ongoing disobedience leads to ever greater sin, until God finally turns people over to deception (Ps 81:12; Ezk 14:9; Ac 7:42; Rm 1:24-25; 2Th 2:11). Even in judgment, the rebellious came to know that God is Yahweh. The phrase they made every firstborn pass through the fire refers to the child sacrifices made by followers of the pagan god Molech. According to pagan perception, sacrifices made to a god put that god in your debt, such that he or she was bound to act favorably toward you.




20:28
 These practices were common in pagan worship (Dt 12:2; 2Kg 16:4; Jr 3:6; 17:2; Hs 4:13).




20:30
 The primary apostasy of the nation of Israel was idolatry—violation of the first commandment. This transgression demonstrated Israel’s rebelliousness, and it was a clear violation of the covenant. The history of Israel from its very beginnings is a history of turning from God. All humans, no matter their nationality or ethnicity, share in the same sin nature that leads to this rebellion.




20:32
 Here we find an allusion to the account of the choice of the initial Israelite king in 1 Samuel 8. This led to the election of Saul as Israel’s first king. The designation of the heathen gods as wood and stone should have been enough to signal that these heathen gods were mere fictions. The same expression occurs in Dt 4:28; 28:36.




20:33
 The phrase as I live recalls the language of Ex 6:6, which describes God’s opposition to Egypt and its pharaoh. A strong hand and outstretched arm calls to mind God’s strength in delivering His people from Egypt (Dt 4:34; 5:15; 7:19; 11:2; 26:8; Ps 136:12). Ironically, now His hand and arm will bring wrath rather than deliverance for His people.




20:34
 The phrase I will bring you from the peoples that describes Israel’s exodus from Egypt is now given a new twist. The ferocity that was once unleashed upon Egypt will now be turned against rebellious Israel to force her to accept God’s kingship over her in the land.




20:35
 Israel’s exile among the nations is compared to the wilderness tradition in the book of Numbers. God’s restoration of Israel would be like a return to the desert through which she journeyed on her way to the promised land (Hs 2:14).




20:37
 The phrase pass under the rod appears to be an allusion to the Levitical law of counting animals for the tithe (Lv 27:32-33). While the selection in Leviticus was for dedication, here it is for destruction. God uses this metaphor to portray the purge of Israel that will take place when the temple is destroyed.




20:39
 Desecrations of the holy name are recorded in Lv 18:21; 20:3; 21:6; 22:32.




20:40
 The phrase on My holy mountain occurs only here in the book of Ezekiel. It refers to Jerusalem or Zion (Ps 2:6; 3:4; 15:1; Is 11:9; 56:7; 57:13; 65:11; Ob 16; Zph 3:11). The reference to the high mountain of Israel in Ezk 17:22-23 and 40:2 also relates to Jerusalem, anticipating a renewed Israel at worship on a high mountain in chapters 40-48. The term serve is a technical word for priestly ministry. Thus this expression (serve Me in the land) is in harmony with the goal established at Mount Sinai—that the created nation would be a kingdom of priests (Ex 19:6).




20:41
 The Lord will accept the people as a soothing or pleasing aroma, an expression used of God’s response to an animal sacrifice. Only here in the OT is the expression used in reference to people as a “soothing aroma.” This paves the way for Paul’s application of the expression to the church in 2Co 2:14-16. In Eph 5:2 the term refers to Christ.




20:43
 Ezekiel’s expression you will loathe yourselves for all the evil things you have done describes a thorough repentance (6:9; 16:63; 36:31; Lk 15:17-19). Such a humiliating experience was the surest antidote against the pride that had led Israel again and again to rebel against God. Perceiving God in His holiness and majesty causes one to abhor one’s sinful ways (Jb 42:5-6; Is 6:5).




20:44
 The first fulfillment of this promise (when I have dealt with you because of My name) took place immediately after the exile. It also awaits a future fulfillment, according to Paul in Rm 11:25. When used in application to morality, the term corrupt acts occurs elsewhere only in Gn 6:11-12 where it describes the corruption of the human race before the flood.




20:46
 The orientation in the phrase face the south and preach against it would be from the north, the direction of a Babylonian invasion.




20:47
 The prophetic image of fire for judgment is particularly evident in Amos 1-2. It has already been used by Ezekiel in connection with the covenant metaphor of the vine (Ezk 15:4-7; cp. 19:12,14). Fire is routinely a means of divine punishment in the Bible (Gn 14:23-28; Dt 28:24; 32:22; Rv 20:15).




21:2
 Every time the phrase son of man, turn your face toward appears, it is in a judgment context. In Lk 9:51 the Son of Man, Jesus, “determined (lit “turned His face”) to go to Jerusalem” against which He soon announced judgment (Lk 19:41; 21:20-24).




21:3
 God’s opposition to His people is expressed by the image of the drawn sword, the common way of referring to warfare in the OT. History would prove that God’s drawn sword was King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon and his armies. The sword refers to divine judgment in Is 31:8; 34:6; and 66:16.




21:4
 No one will survive the coming invasion, not even the righteous. The Bible advocates corporate responsibility. The principle is illustrated in the case of Achan (Jos 7:1-26; see Ezk 18:1-4). For Judah as a nation, it was too late to repent; destruction was decreed. Individuals could repent and have assurance of eternal life, but many righteous people were going to be swept up in the coming destruction. Even today, Christians should not assume that God will preserve the righteous from general disasters or judgments against nations.




21:5
 Ezekiel’s prophecies against foreign nations declared repeatedly that they would be annihilated “that they may know that I am Yahweh” (25:7,11,17; 26:6; 39:6). The same paradox occurs in the exodus story. For example, in Ex 14:4 God declared that He would destroy Pharaoh and his army so that the Egyptians would know that He was Lord. God will not bring upon His people a partial defeat and exile this time, as was the case in 598 b.c. when Ezekiel was exiled. This time, God will finish the job through His agent, the Babylonians.




21:10
 The scepter symbolized the Lord’s covenant promise to David that his house would have eternal title to the throne of Jerusalem (2Sm 7). This promise was rooted in the blessing spoken by Jacob, which said that the scepter would never pass from Judah (Gn 49:10). This interpretation is reinforced by the Hebrew phrase beni (My son), an echo of Gn 49:9 and 2Sm 7:14. Judah’s hope in the midst of judgment was that the ultimate “scepter of Judah,” the Messiah, would never be extinguished.




21:14
 In verse 17 the act of clapping the hands together is associated with God’s wrath. It should also be viewed here as an expression of anger (6:11). The mention of three strikes of the sword may refer to the three attacks and deportations that the Babylonians launched against Jerusalem in 605, 597, and 588-586 b.c.





21:20
 Rabbah was the capital of Ammon (Jr 49:2). It is the location of modern Amman, the capital of Jordan. The combined conspiracy of Judah and Ammon against Babylonia in 589 b.c. undoubtedly precipitated this coming of the Babylonian army (Jr 27:3).




21:21
 The practice of shaking marked arrows in a quiver, letting them fall to the ground or shooting them into the distance and then interpreting the pattern, was known as belomancy (2Kg 13:15-19). It was a form of casting lots. The idols (Hb 
teraphim
) appear to have been miniature household gods that were consulted even by Israelites (Gn 31:30; Hs 3:4; Zch 10:2). The examination of the liver of a sacrificial animal—called hepatoscopy and the best known of these practices in Mesopotamian literature—is mentioned only here in the OT. Though God did not condone divination in any form, as sovereign over the earth He controls all things. Thus in some sense even pagan practices could, by God’s choice, reveal His will (Jnh 1:7).




21:23
 Divination is expressly prohibited in Dt 18:10 and 2Kg 17:17. The phrase sworn an oath to the Babylonians probably refers to the treaty oaths made by Babylonia and Judah.




21:26
 The turban was worn by priests, but it also served as a setting for the crown (Ex 28:36-37; 29:6; 39:31; Lv 8:9). The removal of these signs of dignity signifies degradation, as in Jb 19:9 and Lm 5:16. The removal of the priesthood and the kingship from Judah is symbolized by the removal of the high priest’s turban (Ex 28:4,37,39; 29:6) and the king’s crown.




21:27
 The turban and the crown would not be worn again until He comes—a clear reference to Gn 49:10 and the king-priest Messiah (cp. Heb 5-7). Ezekiel used this reference with its messianic overtones to emphasize that the kingship (and priesthood) would be removed in judgment but returned ultimately in the Messiah’s coming in accord with Gn 49:10 (Ps 2:6; Jr 23:5-6; Ezk 37:24; Zch 6:12-15).




21:31
 The fire of the Lord’s fury reflects the covenant curses. Fire was a symbol of divine judgment (Dt 28:24; 32:22).




22:2
 Seven times in this prophecy (vv. 1-16) the words blood or “bloodshed” occur, suggesting that the crimes against God’s covenant were routine as well as thoroughgoing in Jerusalem. Rabbinic tradition relates this oracle to Manasseh’s shedding of innocent blood in Jerusalem (2Kg 21:6). As in Ezekiel 18, the catalogue of crimes listed here derives especially from the Holiness Code in Leviticus 17-26. The city is personified as a person violating the Mosaic law. Verses 1-16 are very similar to Is 1:2-31 and may be an allusion to that prophetic text.




22:3
 These two sins (sheds blood . . . makes idols) summarize the violation of the Ten Commandments which legislated stipulations about a person’s relationship to God as well as to his fellow man. Rather than loving God, the city had turned to idolatry. Love for fellow Israelites had been replaced by treachery. The city’s pouring out of blood is countered by God’s pouring out of wrath (v. 22).




22:5
 As a result of their lack of obedience, God had made them a reproach and a mockery to all the nations. Paul had the same concept in mind when he addressed Israel in Rm 2:24.




22:6
 The indictment of verses 6-12 contains a catalogue of sins based on the regulations in Leviticus 18-20. The kings are specifically indicted because it was their responsibility to make sure justice was administered in the community, especially by protecting the poor and weak (Ps 72:1-4).




22:7
 The lack of concern for those in need (fatherless and widow) was a clear violation of the Mosaic covenant (Ex 22:20; 23:9,12; Dt 14:29; 16:11,14; 24:19-21; 26:12-19).




22:9

Leviticus 19:16 contains the only other occurrence of the legal word slander (Hb rakil) in the Bible. There it is also associated with bloodshed. Thus it is clear that Ezekiel was alluding to a legal stipulation that would have been well known to his audience. Ezekiel’s use of the Hebrew word zimmah (immoral acts) to denote unchastity (vv. 9,11; 16:27,58; 23:21,27,35,44,48) followed the tradition in the Mosaic law (Lv 18:17-18; 19:29; 20:14).




22:10
 The reference to their father’s wife means stepmother rather than birthmother. Lewdness with one’s stepmother is a violation of the law in Lv 20:11 (cp. 1Co 5:1; see Dt 22:30; Am 2:7).


Future Glory for Israel




54

“Rejoice, childless one, who did not give birth;
burst into song and shout,
you who have not been in labor! 
a


For the children of the forsaken one will be more
than the children of the married woman,” 
b


says the Lord.



2
 “Enlarge the site of your tent,
and let your tent curtains be stretched out; 
c


do not hold back;
lengthen your ropes,
and drive your pegs deep.


3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left, 
d


and your descendants will dispossess nations
and inhabit the desolate cities.






4
 “Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; 
e


don’t be humiliated, for you will not be disgraced.
For you will forget the shame of your youth,
and you will no longer remember
the disgrace of your widowhood. 
f




5 Indeed, your husband is your Maker 
g
 —
His name is •Yahweh
 of •Hosts
 —
and the Holy One of Israel 
h
 is your Redeemer; 
i


He is called the God of all the earth.



6
 For the Lord has called you,
like a wife deserted and wounded in spirit, 
j


a wife of one’s youth 
k
 when she is rejected,”
says your God.


7 “I deserted you for a brief moment, 
l


but I will take you back with great compassion.


8 In a surge of anger
I hid My face 
m
 from you for a moment,
but I will have compassion on you
with everlasting love,” 
n


says the Lord your Redeemer.



9
 “For this is like the days 
o
 of Noah to Me:
when I swore that the waters of Noah
would never flood the earth again, 
p


so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you
or rebuke you. 
q




10 Though the mountains move
and the hills shake,
My love will not be removed from you
and My covenant of peace 
r
 will not be shaken,”
says your compassionate Lord.






11
 “Poor Jerusalem, storm-tossed, and not comforted,
I will set your stones in black mortar, 
A


and lay your foundations in sapphires. 
B, 
s




12 I will make your fortifications 
C
 out of rubies,
your gates out of sparkling stones,
and all your walls out of precious stones.



13
 Then all your children will be taught by the Lord, 
t


their prosperity will be great,


14 and you will be established
on a foundation of righteousness.
You will be far from oppression,
you will certainly not be afraid;
you will be far from terror,
it will certainly not come near you.



15
 If anyone attacks you,
it is not from Me;
whoever attacks you
will fall before you.



16
 Look, I have created the craftsman
who blows on the charcoal fire
and produces a weapon suitable for its task;
and I have created the destroyer to cause havoc.


17 No weapon formed against you will succeed,
and you will refute any accusation 
D


raised against you in court.
This is the heritage of the Lord’s servants, 
u


and their righteousness is from Me.” 
v




This is the Lord’s declaration.

